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INTRODUCTION. 


\ S I was born of parents, who bear the 
Chriſtian name, and was inſtructed by 
m from my earlieſt infancy in the principles 
d duties of Chriſtianity, though this in itfelf 
no reaſon why I ſhould believe and ſubmit. 
it; yet I think in gratitude to them for their 
e in my education, and from the deference 
we to their natural authority over me, I am 
nd to examine. the religion in which they 
e brought me up, that 1 may know whe- 
r it be conſiſtent with the truth and reaſon. 
things, and conſequently worthy my accep- 
on and belief. 
I am, indeed, abundantly perſuaded, that 
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4 Plain Reaſons 

religion ought to be my own free and ration: 
choice, and that conviction, and not human a 
thority, muſt be the rule of my judgment co 
cerning it: and as I was directed by my p 
rents to examine and judge for myſelf, an 
cd the Chriſtian religion in particular appea 
ing to the reaſon and conſciences of mankind 
I have endeavoured to make the moſt impart 
enquiry I am capable of; and upon the tric 
eſt examination, 

I. The reaſon of my mind tells me, th 
there is a God, 2. e. an eternal, all-perfe& b 
ing, the original cauſe and preſerver of: 
things, the great author of all the relations a 
dependences of things upon each other, t 
Creator, Proprietor, and therefore natu 
Lord and Governor of all the reaſonable cre 
tion. 

From hence it follows, that all creatu 
who are capable of underſtanding their deriy 
tion from him, their dependence on him, 
their relation to him, are indiſpenſibly and 
ceſſarily obliged to pay him thoſe acknowled 
ments and ſervices, which reſult from, and 
{uitable and proper to their reſpeQive circu 
ſtances and conditions. 

And by conſequence religion, i. e. the wi 
ſnip and ſervice of God, is the neceſſary di df 
of cvery reaſonable creature, and ought toÞ" 

mM; 
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nSpaintained and kept up in the world; and 6 
aufſery man in particular is bound to make choice 


f that religion, which appears to him moſt 
Ronſonant to reaſon, and to carry in it the moſt 
vident marks of its being from God, and molt 
greeable to his nature and will. 

II. As I find that religion is the neceſſary 
uty- of -every reafonable creature, I am far- 
her convinced of my obligation to make uſe of 
the helps I can, to underſtand wherein the 
ature of it doth conſiſt. And upon enquiry, I 
an think but of two ways by which I can come 
Jo the knowledge of it; and theſe are cither the 
Iictates of my own mind, and reaſon, or ſome 
formations, diſcoveries and revelations from 
od, the great object of my religious worſhip. 
cre The reaſon of my mind is that which ren- 
lers me capable of diſcerning what is fit and 
anfit in diſpoſition and behaviour, ariſing from 
inihe relauons of things; and from hence I de- 
ive the notion, and infer the reality of 229rat 
obligation. And when I farther conſider the 
Writ independent mind as the author of theſe 
elations, and ſitneſſes which ariſe from them, 
ircu am convinced that it is his will that 1 ſhould 
Ct ſuitably to them, and that I offend when I 
e wo not; and from hence 1 infer the certainty _ 
y dpf 7e/igious obligation. And fince this moral 
t to$1d religious obligation owes its riſe only to 
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my reflections upon the nature of man, and t 
relations I ſtand in to God and other beinę 
this is properly natural religicn, or the religi 
of nature, 

Now, though the relipion of nature be Pric 
to and diſtinct from revealed religion, and give 
the characters by which we are to judge of t 
truth of revelation; yet the expediency of 
divine revelation, to lead men into a due knoi 
ledge of the principles, duties, and advantage 
of religion, appears; 

From that groſs ignorance of God, and d 
ty, which ſprung from the general corruptie 
and degeneracy of mankind ; which rendere 
it highly improbable that any one in ſuch ci 


cumſtances ſhould ariſe, who ſhould be able 


make the neceſſary diſcoveries of God and h 
perfections, and with clearneſs and ſolidity t 
repreſent mens obligations in their proper ex 


[ 


tent and compaſs ; at leaſt not without thol- 


mixtures of weakneſs and ſuperſtition, whic 
might occaſion the vicious and prejudiced 

diſregard his inſtructions, and thus abate t! 
general ſucceſs of them. 

But if we could ſuppoſe his doQrines to | 
pure and unmixed, it is not probable, the 
would have a general or indeed any conſider 
able influence over the ſtrong biaſs that vic 
univerlally practiſed had given to men, wit! 
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| tut the marks of a proper authority to awaken 
ing$hem to conſideration ; eſpecially as thoſe 
igic doctrines could not but want the motives and 
neouragements proportionate to ſuch an effect. 
'Tis indeed probable, that in ſuch a ſituati- 
ien men might be led to ſee, that by acting 
ontrary to the reaſon and fitneſs of things 
hey had offended the firſt and moſt perfect 
ind; the natural conſequence of this would 
Pe fear of puniſhment, This fear muſt be in- 
nite and boundleſs, as the power of God is 
onceived to be unlimited, and as the nature 
nd duration of the puniſkment would be ab- 
olutely unknown. A conſideration highly un- 
\Favourable to all endeavours to break off their 
Woful habits, and attain to the contrary habits 
@k virtue. 
However, if we could ſuppoſe men by ſuch 
fear of puniſhment perſuaded to repentance, 
tholf. e. to ceaſe from acting contrary to the fit- 
vhicpeſs of things, and to conform themſelves for 
ed the future to it; their former violation of this 
e thpnalterable law of reaſon would remain, and 
annot in ſtrict ſpeaking be undone by any bet- 
to ber behaviour afterwards; and of conſequence 
theſheir fears of puniſhment mult remain. ; 
dei If we ſuppoſe that mens natural notions of 
- vieghe divine goodneſs, and the forbearance that 
with Pod exerciſes in the courſe of his providence, 
) A 4 would 
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would lead them to think it probable that re 
pentance would ſecure them from the dreadec 
puniſnment; ſuch probability would in the na 


ture of things be mixed with the greateſt un. 


certainty ; eſpecially becauſe upon conſidera 


tion, men, in the circumſtances we now place 


them, would find, after all, their deviatic 


from the law of reaſon many, and their virtue 
imperfect; and therefore there would ſtill be 
uncaſy ſuſpicions whether it be conſiſtent with 


the wiſdom of the ſupreme governor, entireh 


to remit the puniſhment due to ſuch repeated 


offences. 


If we ſuppoſe that men might reaſon them$ 


ſelves into this firm perſuaſion and hope, that 

return to a ſincere, though imperfect virtue 
would ſecure them from the deſerved evil; ye 
this will not lay a ſolid foundation to expec 


that happineſs, and thoſe marks of the divine 


favour, which might have been hoped for, 


there had been no deviations from the rule 0 
right and fit. Here the light of nature is a 


an entire loſs, and can never give men the ne 


ceſſary aſſurances in this important article. 


If it ſhould appear inconſiſtent with the per 


fections of the Deity not to make a dillin 


ction between thoſe who return to virtue, an 


thoſe who obſtinately continue to act contra 


to the Hineſs of things; yet the degree ang 


man 
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req manner of doing it will ſtill remain doubtful and 
JedBuncertain, this being wholly dependent on the 
na· unknown pleaſure and wiſdom of God. And 
pf conſequence the light of nature cannot deter- 
mine, whether an imperfect virtue may not have 
ſuitable degrees of puniſhment in another ſtate; 
or if the probability ſhould preponderate on the 
other ſide, that God would reward a ſincere, 
though imperfect virtue, reaſon could never aſ- 
ſure us, of what nature that reward ſhould be, 
nor how long its continuance, 
As every man finds himſelf liable to death, a 
reſurrection could ſcarcely be made appear by 
the light of nature probable, much leſs a reſur- 
ection accompanied with ſuch favourable al- 
erations as the Chriſtian religion diſcovers, 
In a word, if the light of nature could aſſure 
e of a future ſlate, it could never make me 
ertain that it ſhould be a {tate of rewards, 
ince the virtue of this life is fo very imperfect, 
gat the other life might prove a new Hate of 
arther trial. 

But if it could go fo far as to render it pro- 
bable, that it ſhould be a ſlate of recompence ; 
pearſhet wherein the rewards of it confilt, and 
illinfbow Jong their continuance and duration fla! 
 andÞe, it is fo little capable of giving any dilliuct 
trarfaccount of, that the greateſt and wiſeſt of men, 
: anwho had no other guide but this, appear to 
man A 5 have 
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10 Plain Reaſons : 
have lived and died in the greateſt uncertainties} 
about them; a full proof that the light of na- 
ture is not able to inſtruct us in theſe important 
articles with any ſufficient clearneſs and certain: 
ty. The conſequence of which is, that men} 
would want the proper arguments and motives 
to become virtuous with ſteadineſs and conſtan- 
cy, againſt all the difficulties and temptations 
of a general and univerſal degeneracy. | 
III. Since therefore the natural reaſon of m 
mind appears thus greatly defective, and inſuf 
ficient, I have conlidered the other method of 
diſcovering the will of God, and the principles 
and duties of religion, viz. immediate revela 
tion from God himſelf, And as this involve: 
no contradiction in the nature of the thing, i 
mult be poihble to him, to whom belongs ſu 
- preme and unlimited power, Shall not he thai 
made the Eye fee ? He that gave us all our con 
verſable powers, ſhall he not be able to con 
verſe with us himſelf ? Shall not the Father offi 
Spirits, who is intimately preſent to every be 
ing, have an acceſs to his own oft-ſpring, ſo ag: 
to aſſure the mind, that it is he himſelf, by ſuc 
evidence as ſhall make it unreaſonable to deny 
or impoſlible to doubt it? If men can make 
themſelves known, and diſcover their ſecretſi 
thoughts to each other, ſurely God can make 
himſelf known to men; elſe we mult ſuppoſe 
his 


ties 
na- 
tant 
ain - 
men 
1ves 
tan- 
ion 


m 


ſuf. 
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his power more bounded than theirs, and that 


e wants a real perfection which they are poſ- 
eſs'd of. 

And as this is poſſible, my reaſon farther 
ells me *tis highly deſirable, the better to in- 
ſtruct me what God is, and what Jam myſelf ; 
what I muſt do, and what I ſhall be; to ſave 

en the labour of a flow and tedious compaſs 
f obſervation, experience and argument, which 
very one is not fit for, and which thoſe who 
are, would be glad to be aſſiſted in; to free 


d oljme from the uncertainties and fears of my mind, 


1ples 
vela 
olve 
g, 1 
s ſu 
tha 
con 
con 
ET Ol 


y be 


ſo as 


ſuc 
deny 


make 


ſccret 
make 
ppoſe 


his 


that ariſe from the conſciouſneſs of guilt, the 
enſe of my being accountable, and the appre- 
henſions I have of a future ſtate ; to regulate 
iy conduct, and guide me with ſafety in the 
midit of prevailing ignorance and darkneſs, the 
miſtakes and corruptions of mankind, the ſnares 
of bad examples, and the numerous temptati- 
ons to folly and vice; to eſtabliſh my hopes, by 
fixing the rule of worſhip, ſettling the conditi- 
ons of pardon, aſſuring me of neceftary aſſiſt- 
ance, and promiſing ſuch rewards as are proper 
to ſupport me under all the difficulties of my 
preſent duty. Theſe things the world by wife 
dom knew not; they were vain and miltaken 
in their imagination, and their foohſh heart 
was darken'd, 

And as ſuch a revelation is both poſſible and 

delirable 


name of the New Teſtament, to which Chriſti- 
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deſirable, the probability that there hath been 


one may be fairly argued, from the univerſal 
ignorance and corruption that hath overſpread 
the world, the characters of God as Father 
and Governor of mankind, the acknowledged 
goodneſs and equity of his nature, the ſudden 
and aſtoniſhing reformation that hath once been 
in the world, the numerous pretences that have 
been made to revelation in all ages and nations; 
which ſeem to argue the general conſent of man- 
kind, as to the expediency and reality of it, and 


its neceſſity to give religion its * certaaty, 


authority, and force. 

If then there be any religion i in the world 
that fairly makes out its title to be a revelati- 
on from God, by ſuch internal characters be- 
longing to it, and ſuch external proofs attend - 
ing it, which are fit and. proper in themſelves 
to convince a reaſonable and impartial enquirer, 


and may be juſtly expected in a matter of ſuch 


importance; I am bound to acknowledge and 
ſubmit to ſuch a religion, and to receive it un» 
der the honourable character of a divine reve- 
lation, And as the Chriſtian religion makes its 
pretenſions to ſuch a character and authority, I 

have endeavoured fairly 10 examine the proofs 
and evidence that attend it, as they are con- 
tained in thoſe books which are known by the 


ans 
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ans appeal, as to the infallible rule of their faith 
and practice, and the ſole judge of all contro- 
verſies in their religion. And upon the moſt 
vnptejudiced enquiry, I find, 

IV. That there is the higheſt reaſon to be- 
lieve, that theſe books are authentic and genuine, 
there being the ſame, or rather greater proofs 
of their being written by the perſons whoſe 
names they bear, and to whom they are aſcrib- 
ed, than any other antient books have, though 
of the cleareſt credit, and moſt unqueſtionable 
authority. This is ſupported by the teſtimony. 
of many writers, who either were the cotem- 
poraries of the authors of the books of the 
New Teſtament, or lived immediately after 
them; who frequently quote and refer to them, 
both amongſt Chriſtians themſelves, who tran- 
ſcribe many parts of them in their works, and 
amongſt the Zewvs and Heathens, who expreſly 
mention them as the authors of the books a- 
ſcribed to them, though they had the greateſt 
averſion to the Chriſtian religion, their intereſt 
obliged them to diſprove i it. and they had all 
the opportunity and Power in their hands to do 
it. So that here there is an univerſal agree- 
ment, without any contrary claim, or preten- 
ſion to other authors. 

That the accounts they have given us in theſe 
writings are genuine and true, I argue from the 
l characters 
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characters and circumſtances of the writers them 
felves. They were perſons of undoubted in- 
tegrity, as appears by the innocence of their 
lives, their ſolemn appeals to God, the ſtrict 
obligations they were under to truth by the 
principles of their own religion, their inculcat- 
ing truth and ſincerity upon ethers by the no- 
bleſt motives, their having no worldly intereſt 
to biaſs them, and their chearfully ſealing the 
reſtimony they gave by their blood. 

They had the moſt certain knowledge of the 
things of which they wrote, which were either 
doctrines that they received immediately from 
Chriſt himſelf, or the inſpiration of his Spirit ; 
or facts, done in their own times, and of which 
they were either eye · witneſſes, or principal a- 
gents, and which have been preſerved by pub- 
lie memorials and ſolemn rites, that have ob · 
tained in all ages of the Chriſtian church. 

Their education, capacities, and circumſtan- 
ces of life, rendered it impoſſible for them to in- 
vent ſo rational, conſiſtent and grand a Scheme 
as the Chriſtian religion contains; they wrote 
at divers times and places, upon different occa- 
ſions, ſudden emergencies, and important con- 
troverſies, which prevented any reafonable ſuſ- 
picions of combination or united fraud, 

The ſeveral accounts they give of the peo- 
ple, and affairs of the time in which, accord- 


. ing 
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ing to their own relation, the things they re- 
port, happened, entirely agree with other wri- 

ters of undoubted authority; which is a very 
ſtrong preſumption of their being authentic and 
agreeable to truth. 

That theſe writings are ſtill the ſame, with- 
out any material alterations, is evident from 
the great value and credit they have been al- 
ways in amongſt Chriſtians, who ever eſteem- 
ed them as the rule of their faith and life, and 
their comfort and hope ; from their being pub- 
licly read in the Chriſtian churches, as a part 
of their ſolemn worſhip ; their being early tran- 
ſlated from authentic copies, which long conti- 
nued in the Chriſtian church, into moſt of the 
known languages of the world, and the harmo- 
ny and agreement of ſuch tranſlations ; from the 
quotations made from them, ſtill remaining in 
antient writers; from the conſtant appeals made 
to them by the various ſes, that appeared 
among(t Chriſtians, in all matters controverted 
by them; for which reaſon they could not be 
corrupted in any material points, either by com- 
mon conſent, or by any particular parties amongſt 
themſelves, So that they have no marks of fraud 
and impoſture upon them, but are attended with 
every character of their being genuine and pure; 
and have been handed down in the main with- 
out ny adulteration or mixture, through ma- 


i | 
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dy ſucceſſions of ages, uotwirhſtagding the vio · I re 


3 have been introduced into the church, the in+ 


to add to, or take from them, and the endea- 
vours of tyrants utterly to deſtroy them, by their 
_-- own intrinſic excellency and evidence, and the 
ſpecial protection and care of propidence. 


je convinced, that the books of the New Teſta- 1 
ment have all the evidence which any antient I 


owned upon much leſs evidence; no man of 


3 


lence of ꝓerſecution, the Id ſearch and en · Nu 
quiry into them, the errors and drrùptidns ihat o! 


tereſt of crafty, ſuperſtitious,.and« defi gning men 


| Upon theſe conſiderations, I am Abundanty 


writings have, or can have, of their being au- II 
thentic and genuine; and that therefore 'tis « 
unreaſonable to call this matter into queſtion, 
when ſo many other writings are univerſally 


common ſenſe pretending to doubt of the ge- 
nuineneſs and truth of them. And therefore, 
whatſoever account theſe writings give of the 
nature of the Chriſtian religion, I am bound ta 


receive as the true account, and to examine its 


authority by thoſe facts, which they relate as 


the proper evidence and proof of it. Now as 


I ſhould naturally expect to find in a revelation 
that is really from God, ſuitable and worthy 


accounts of his perfections and attributes; ſo, 


V. I farther find, to my great ſatisfaction, 
that the things ſpoken of God in the Chriſtian 
reve- 
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revelation, are ſuitable to thoſe notions of him, 
which I can prove the truth of, by the reaſon 
of my own mind, and which have been enter- 
tained by the wiſeſt and beſt of men in all ages 
and nations of the world. The light of nature 
can firmly demonſtrate, and the moſt thought- 
ful and learned heathens have agreed in, the 
neceſſity of God's exiſtence, the abſolute per- 
fection of his nature, his immenſity and abſo- 
lute unchangeableneſs; his comprehenſive know- 
ledge, his infinite wiſdom, and his almighty 
power; the rectitude of his nature, his bound- 
leſs and extenfive goodneſs, and his impartial 
equity and juſtice; his being the Creator of 
the world; his being the ſupreme Lord and 
Governor of univerſal nature, and the Father 
and Friend of mankind ; his being a Lover of 


virtue, and determined 'Goally to accept and 


reward it. 

Now the records of the Chriſtian revelation 
are fo far from containing any thing contrary to 
theſe apprehenſions, that they confirm, enlarge 
and enforce them. They ſpeak of his neceſſary 
exiſtence in a noble and comprehenſive way. 
They deſcribe him as filling all things, and as 
without the leaſt variableneſi or ſhadow of turn-> 
ing. As the King immortal, inviſible, and eter- 
nal. As having life in himſelf, As the ſearch- 
er of the heart, and knowing all things. a 

| | Go 
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all the virtuous and good. It deſcribes him to 


ſending a perſon of the higheſt character, to lead 


ternal happineſs. As diſpenſing by him pardon 
to the penitent, comfort to the afflicted, hope 
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God only, 4. e. ſaprerhely infinitely wife, A 
irreſiſtable in power. As abſolutely holy. A, 
rich in goodneſs, As juſt in his procedure. A: 
the Creator of the worlds viſible and inviſible, 
As upholding all things by the word of his 

As the obſerver of mens actions, a lover 
of their virtge, and ready to aſſiſt them in it 
and reward it. It gives the nobleſt repreſen- 
tations of his claitts of worſhip and obedience 
from all his reaſonable creatures, of his pecu- 
liar love to mankind, and his eſpecial favour to 


our minds as ſeated on his 'throne of grace, as 


men, by his example and inſtruQtions, to know- 
ledge and piety, to peace of conſcience and e- 


to the miſerable, and life to ſinners under the 
condemnation of {in and death. As having ap- 
pointed a day for univerſal judgment, as judg- 
ing all in righteouſneſs according to their deeds, 
and the advantages they enjoy, as the ſinal pu- 
niſher of the impenitentiy wicked, and as the 
everlaſting portion and reward of all, who by a 
patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek after 
glory, bonour, and immortality. Thele repre- 
fentations of God my mind and reaſon highly 
approve of, and when I read den in the _ 

ian 
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AW tian records, they awaken my admiration, fill 
Ai 1y ſoul with the warmeſt love, and excite with- 
Al io me a becoming reverence and godly fear. 
le. VI, As the Chriſtian religion gives the no- 
hi bleſt repreſentations of the attributes of God, 
ver 1 farther find that it requires the molt rational 
ii and excellent worſhip of him; the wor/hippers . 
en · ¶ whom the Father declares he now ſeeks, being 
ſuch only as 2v9r/hip him in ſpirit and in truth, 
The rule of the goſpel extends only to decen- 
cy and order, but contains no directions about 
external pomp and pageantry. The method 
of worſhip it preſcribes is not fo much by poſi- 
tives rites and ceremonies, that have no intrin- 
w-i fic worth and excellency in them; as by a ftea- 
e- dy belief and worthy apprehenſions of his per- 
on fections and providence, by fervent love, by 
pe reverence and godly fear, by hope in his mer- 
he cy, by ſubmiſſion to his will, by the ſacrifice 
p- Jof a broken and contrite heart, by gratitude, 
g- adoration, and praiſe, and by fervent humble 
1s, ſupplication and prayer. In a word, by the 
u- exerciſe of all holy diſpoſitions, by purity of 
he ſoul, and a conſtant careful imitation of God 
4 in all the virtues of an holy life. 
et I find all the writings of the New Teſtament 
e- abound with precepts of this kind; and as to 
ly & ſuch poſitive iaſtitutions as are enjoined by it, 
i- © they are but few, and theſe not nay 

| their 
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their obſcruance, not pompous and coſſiy, not I y 
tending 10 and ficonraging of ſuperſtition; but I fe 
plain and ſignificant, deſigned either to. epre - I i 

ſent the peculiar purity of the Chriſtian profeſ- 

ſion, when men take it on them, or as memo- ¶ ſe 
rials to perpetuate the remembrance of thoſe 
important facts, upon the certainty and know- 
ledge of which the au FHh⁰ty and efficacy of 
Chhriſtianity doth eff:i=e;7Sepend : and at the 
Þ fame time ſuited ig e part of them to pro- 
maaote the purpoſes f r Id univerſal fer- 
. vent charity; appointed as ere upon men 
to be more careful and excmplary in their. be- 
haviour, and to abound in A the virtues of a 
good life; and to aſſure them on the part of 
God, that if they act agreeablę to their obliga- 
tions and profeſſion as Chriſtians, they ſhall be 
made partakers of the moſt valuable and durable 

bleſlings in his everlaſithg kingdom and glory. 
And though theſe-ivitityirons are ſupported 
by the authority of an exprefs command, yet in 
.order to prevent all poſlible abuſe of them, the 
Chriſtian religion farther expreſly declares, that 
whatever claims men may hereafter make to the 
_ rewards of a betfer world, from their having 
worn the name of Chriſta or enjoyed the exter- 
nal privileges of his rejigion, they ſhall not be 
accepted upon this foundaĩ an &byit that they 
themſelves ſhall be rejected, ifa. are found 
. Workers 
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fear God and work righteouſneſs, ſhall receive 
the recompence of righteouſneſs and glory. 
And therefore J am pleaſed farther to ob- 
ſerve, that as the Chriſtian religion places the 
worſhip of God in the exerciſe of ſunable af- 
fections, and in the regular piety and virtue of 
a good life, it farther lays down and inculcates 
fuch rules and precepts of ſubſtantial holineſs, 


as are reaſonable in themſelves, perfect in their 


kind, and well approved of by my judgment 
and conſcience. Such which I find are in their 


nature, conducive to promote the health, the 


honour, the reputation, the uſefulneſs, the world- 
ly proſperity, the peace and ſatisfaction of every 
individual perſon living and dying; fuch which 
are ſuited to the particular ſtations, characters, 
and circumſtances of men in life; and which 
are therefore calculated to promote the ends of 
civil government, and the peace and welfare of 
civil ſociety ; enjoining all to cultivate and main- 
tain the moſt fervent charity and love, to be 


N I" 
5 
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workers of iniquity ; and that none but ſuch as 


. 3 
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merciful in diſpoſition and practice, to follow 


the things that make for peace, not to receive 
men to doubtful diſputations, not to cenſure 


or judge one another upon account of differen- 


ces in opinions, but that ſuch as are 


ſhould bear with the weak, and all endeavour 2 


to maintain the wiry of the Spirit in the bond 


E 
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-- CE peace; doing good for evil, loving and pray- 
for our enemies, and chearfully forgiving 
Þ and injuries againſt us. So that how- 
ever Chriſtianity may have been abuſed by ſome, 
to ſupport a ſecular intereſt, I am abundantly 
convinced 'tis not from any tendency of its pre - 
cepts to diſturb the order of civil government, 
or alter the conſtitution and form of it amongſt 
any nations of the world; the great view. of it 
being to engage men to govern their paſſions, to 
be of the molt juſt, generous and friendly diſ- 
poſitions to others, to diſcharge the duties of 
their reſpective (tations, either employing them- 
| ſelves in honeſt labours, or public ſervices; ma- 
giltrates ruling diligently as miniſters of God 
for good, and ſubjecis living quiet lives in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. 

VII. As the worſhip which the Chriſtian re- 
ligion enjoins is thug worthy of God, and all its 
precepts for the conduct of life thus rational and 
perfect; ſo I farther find the motives it pro- 
poſes are weighty and ſufficient, if duly conſi - 
dered and attended to, to determine men in 
the choice of that courſe which it recommends, 
all of them worthy the perfections of the bleſ- 
| ſed God, and ſuited to the circumſtances of his 

degenerate, offending, and guilty creatures. 
The aſſurance of pardon through the blood 
of Chriſt, and of the ener of his good Spi- 


rit 
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it under all the difficulties of our preſent du- 
y, are exceedipgly favourable, and carry in 
em the nobleſt encouragement to obnoxious 
nd difabled ſinners, when they entertain the 
oughts of returning to God their ſovereign 
nd happineſs ; and indeed abſolutely neceſſary 
o reconcile them to, and render them ſucceſs- 


ſt ul in ſuch an attempt. For what heart can 
it {Moy one have to begin the difficult work of 
o ſhreaking off his ſins, and to enter upon a life of 
. holineſs; or what proſpect of ſucceſs, but un - 


er the comfortable aſſurance that his paſt of- 
:nces ſhall be forgiven, and that be ſhall re- 
cive all neceſſary aſſiſtances from God for the 
ture, in ſtruggling with the difficulties that 
11 {tend the practice of virtue? 


The interceſſion of ſo compaſſionate and 
>- powerful a friend with God, as 7e/us Chriſt is 


ts preſented to be, is a very firm ground of ſup- 
d rt, and inſpires conſiderate minds with a chear- 


-l bope of having their perſons and ſervices ac- | 


i- pted, and of receiving all the neceſſary ſup- 
in Þrts and bleſſings of life, whatever oppoſition 


s, ey may meet with from the enemies of true 


{- Fligion, and even though they ſhould. be ex- 


is led to the ſevereſt perſecutions upon account 


their adherence to it. 9 
d The proſpect and full aſſurance of his com- 
i- to raiſe the dead, and judge the world, and 
1 give 


r 


of nature, ſhall be their introductiòn into ref! 


happy, if they will but ſuffer them to have thei 


gage them to the love and practice of it, 2 
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give eternal life to reward his faithful follow: 
ers with everlaſting happineſs, and to puniſh the 
wicked with an everlaſting deſtruction, is an ar 
gument abundantly ſufficient to perſuade men 
immediately to enter upon the ways of holineſ 
and virtue, and to engage them to perſevere in 
them with chearfulneſs to the laſt. Eſpecial) 
conſidering, that good men are aſſured that al 
the mconveniencies of life ſhall be made toler; 
ble and uſeful to them, and death, the dreai 


and the commencement of their felicity. In 
word, the goſpel ſets before men every conſ 
deration to encourage virtue, and deter fron 
vice, and gives them particularly ſuch aſſura 
ces of retributions in the other world, as the 
no ſtronger motives whatſoever can be deſire 
or needed to make them wiſe, and good; an 


proper and natural influence upon their minds 
VIII. As the goſpel · precepts of religion a 
virtue, and the motives ſet before men to er 


worthy of God, and' ſuitable to their circu 
ſtances and deſires, ſo the peculiar doctrines 
Chriltianity.relating to Jeſus £hri/?, the gre 
author and diſpenſer of it, are ſuch as dema 
the higheſt regard; ſuch as no founder of at 
other religion could ever pretend to, and yt 


_ Por «nt EY —ů— 4 — TER r 


—— 


for being a Chriſtian. 25 

ſuch as are entirely conſiſtent with the principles 

of natural religion, and all the certain diſcove- 

ries of reaſon ; ſuch as are ſublime and grand in 

themſelves, uniform and conſiſtent with each 

other, plain and intelligible in the main and eſ- 

ſential points; and ſuch as add great ſtrength 

and force to natural religion, as they have an 

entire and abſolute tendency to promote godli- 
ra neſs and virtue. 

Cal Thus tis declared of him, that he was be- 
ell fore the formation of the world, the word that 
lu was with God, and God, the brightneſs of his 
nll Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
roi perſon, that the Father by him created all 
ran things, that by him all things conſiſt ; that he 

came down from a ſtate of heavenly glory to 
be made fleſh, and dwell amongſt us; that he 
came from the very boſom of his Father, and 
had that perfect and complete knowledge of 
© his Father's will, that no other meſſenger from 
him ever had, or could have; that to enable 
o El him the better to reveal it to mankind, he had 
a body miraculouſly prepared for him, which 
was conceived, and born without fin, but in 
all ſinleſs inſirmities like unto his Brethren, in 
the preſent ſuffering, afflicted ſtate of the hu- 
man nature; that in this body he choſe ſuch a 
condition of life, as gave him an opportunity 
of converting molt familiarly with all forts of 
perſons, 


26 Plain Reaſons 


perſons, became an example of the molt per- 


fect purity and goodneſs, by his own lowlineſs 
and meekneſs diſgracing the pride and paſſions 
of the world, and teaching men to place all real 
excellency and greatneſs, in honouring the great 


God and Father of all, and doing good to their 


fellow-creatures, even to the worlt and mean- 
elt of mankind. "+, 

That ſo much greatneſs ſhould condeſcend 
to put on fuch'a veil, and ſo glorious a being 
give ſuch amazing proofs of goodneſs, is be- 


 yond all parallel. It is indeed peculiar to the 


character of 7e/us Chriſt, to be poſſeſſed of 
the glories of the Deity, and yet to ſtoop to 
the loweſt ſtate of human nature; to be Lord 
of lords, and yet the meekeſt humbleſt man, 
that ever dwelt on earth; to appear amongſt 


men under the form of a ſervant, and to be 
made of no reputation, and yet at the ſame 


time to be honoured by a voice from heaven, 
declaring, This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 
am nwell pleaſed. | 
However, notwithſtanding this amazing con- 
deſcenſion, great humility, and meanneſs of 
outward form, he is repreſented as aſſuming 
an authority worthy the Son of God; an au- 
thority and right to ſettle the terms of men- 
acceptance with God, accordiog as he had re- 
ceived power from his Father; an authority to 
. | for- 
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butler fs on earth, ſo as that they ſhould be 
forgiven in heaven, and ſo to retain fins, as 
that they ſhould remain unpardonable in a fu- 
ture ſtate; an authority and power to ſend the 
Spirit of his Father, and conſtitute him the 
prime miniſter of his kingdom amongꝑſt men; 
that by his extraordinary and miraculous gifts 
he might confirm the goſpel, and make it ſuc- 
ceſsful upon its firſt publication; and afterwards 


in every age, continually accompany it with 


ſuch impreſſions on the hearts of men, as in the 
efficacy and deſign of them, ſhould correſpond 
to thoſe mare extraordinary gifts, which were 


poured out on Chriſtians in common at their 


firſt embracing the goſpel : and finally, an au- 
thority to raiſe the dead, and judge them when 


reſtored to life; to ſend all the workers of ini- 


quity into everlaſting puniſhment, and to re- 
ward all who ſincerely believe in him and obey 
him, with eternal happineſs. 


But notwithſtanding theſe high pretenl] ions, 


*us farther declared of him; that he died the 
ignominious and accurſed death of the crofs, 
that he died a ſacrifice for the ſins of the world, 
that by his death he drew all men to bimſelf. 
and brought to paſs that great myſtery of call- 
ing in the Centilet, taking away the difference 
between them and the eu, making them one 
houſhold and family; thus founding his king- 
B 2 dom 
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dom upon his own blood, and not on the blood 
of his enemies and oppoſers. TORT! 

But though he died to anſwer theſe ends, 
yet the ſame records teſtify, that in ſpite of all 
the malice and oppoſition of his enemies, he 
role again the third day, effectually to remove 
the offence and ſcandal of his own croſs, and 
to give an exemplary and ſure proof of the re- 
ſurrection of others by his power, at the end of 
the world: That after his reſurrection he a- 
bode forty days on earth, to ſettle the affairs 
of his kingdom with his difciples, commanding 
them to preach the goſpel, ſending them forth 
in ſuch a ſtyle of majeſty, as could never be 
equalled by any carthly monarch, or author of 
any other revelation : All power is given me in 
heaven and in earth; and aſſuring them that 
the terms upon which they ſhould declare men 
acquitted or condemned, partakers of eternal 
life or death, under the infallible conduct of his 
Spirit, ſhould be ratified and confirmed in hea- 
ven: in this ſenſe intruſting them with, not 
only the erection and ordering his kingdom up- 
on earth, but alſo with the keys of heaven and 
hell. 

After this commiſſion granted to his apo- 
files, 'tis declared of him, that in their pre- 


ſence he aſcended into the heavens, a cloud 


receiving him out of their ſight, leading capti- 
| vity 
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vity captive, triumphing over thoſe powers of 
darkneſs, whoſe works he came into the world 
to deſtroy, ſpoiling thoſe principalities and pow- 

ers, thoſe ſpiritual wickedneſſes in high places; 
that he was ſeated on his Father's right-hand, 
angels being made ſubje& to him, and the god 
of this world, the ſpirit that works in the chil- 
dren of diſobedience, being put under his feet, 
and reſerved by him to be finally bruiſed at the 1 
judgment of the great day. 

And laſtly, the ſame records that give an 
account of his inveſtiture with this high digni- 
3 ty and office, do with great conſiſtency and 


h propriety declare, that the Father hath com- 
emitted all judgment to him, that all ſhall ap- 
f pear before his judgment-ſeat ; that when he 
NB ſhall come to execute this important truſt, he 
2 ſhall appear in his own glory, and in his ori- 


ginal form of God, all the holy angels at- | 
" Þ tending him, and ſolemaly waiting round his i 
ais tribunal, That then he ſhall be ſeated on the F 
a. throne of his glory, that he ſhall be ſeated on j | 
the throne of his glory, that he ſhall ſeparate 1 
PE them one from another on his right-hand, and p 
und on his left, paſs ſentence on them, and thereby : 
determine their everlaſting ſtate; that the x 
PO" wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſh- | 
e. ment, and the righteous be adjudged to life e- 
ud ternal ; that he ſhall preſent them blameleſs 
ag B 3 be- 
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before his Father's glory, and that as the con- 
ciulion of all, he himſelf ſhall lay down all 
rule, and all authority and power, deliver up 
the kingdom to God even the Father, become 
ſub jeẽt unto him who put all things under him, 

that God may be all in all. 13 5 
A ſcheme ſo ſublime and grand, ſo conſiſtent 
with the preragatives of the great God, fo ſuit- 
able to the high dignity and infinite merits of the 
don of God, ſo calculated to awaken men to 
virtue and picty, carries in it all the characters 
of probability and truth, and highly deſerves the 

. molt attentive conſideration and regard. 

IX. As theſe peculiar doctrines of Chriſti- 
anity carry their on recommendation along 
with them, and appear worthy to be received 

for their intrinſie excellency, ſo they come to us 
attended with many clear and convincing demon- 
trations, that it is the will of God we ſhould 
1 regard them as truths coming from him, and re- 
* vealedro us by his ſpecial order and aj-pointment, 
> for our recovery, improvement and perfection. 
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leſus of Nazareth, the perſon from whom 
5 f theſe doctrines receive their general name, and 
F - are called Chriſtian, was called the Chri/?, be- 
|. cauſe he made pretenſions to a divine miſſion, 
* and always thought and ſpoke of himſelf as 
| 4 a amiinted and impowered by God to make theſe 
1181 diſcoveries of his will to men, declaring him- 
1 | | ſelf 
| 
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ſelf the Son of God, and that perſon whom 
the Jews, with whom he lived and converſed, 
had been all along trained. up and taught to 
look for. And of the truth of theſe pretenſions 


he gave ſufficient evidence to every unpreju- 


diced and attentive obſerver. 
It was very wiſely ordered, that juſt before 


his appearance in the world, there ſhould ariſe 


one who ſhould prepare men for his coming, 


and give notice of his approach. This 7% 


the Baptiſt did, preaching in the ſpirit and 
power of £&/as, and ſaying, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord; and though he did no miracle, yet 
by his virtuous and ſtrict deportment, his ſelt- 
denial, his pathetic exhortations, his bold and 
impartial admonitions and reproofs, he obtain- 
ed the character of a great prophet. This 
man bare witneſs concerning Jeſus, and the 
things he ſaid of him could not but attract the 
cycs of men towards him, and raiſe great ex- 
pectations from him; and the gradual accom- 


pliſhment of ſeveral things which Jahn had 


foretold of him was at leaſt ſome evidence that 


Jeſus was a very extraordinary perſon, and was 


ſuited to keep every honeſt and impartial mind 
open to any farther proofs that Jeſus might 
produce of his pretenſions and miſhon from God. 
And of theſe he gave many during _his life 
and miniſtry that were beyond all rcaſonable 
B 4 ex- 
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exception. He wrought many great miracles, 
i.e, did many things evidently and confeſſed- 
ly above all human power and ſkill to effect. 
He healed the ſick, and cured all manner of 


diſeaſes, ſuch as by all the art and efficacy of 


medicine had been found incurable ; inveterate 
pallies and Junacies. He opened the ears of 
the deaf, looſed the tongues of the dumb, 
made the lame to walk, rendred the maimed 


perfect, opened the eyes of thoſe that had been 


born blind, and raiſed the dead. Theſe ama- 


king works he performed in an inſtant, even 
by the ſpeaking of a word, in the cities and 


towns of the country where he lived, in-plages 
of the molt public reſort, before multitudes of 
his enemies as well as friends, and at ſuch ſea- 
ions, and at ſuch particular places, on the ſab- 
bath, and in the ſynagogues, as he well knew 
would occaſion the molt critical and narrow en- 
quiry into all the circumſtances of the facts. 
All theſe things he performed without any o- 
ſtentation or vain-glory. In all his moſt public 
miracles there was always ſome circumſtance 


or other, which plainly ſhewed that they were 


intended for the conviction of thoſe who ſaw 
them, and not to gain applauſe to himſelf, 
But beſides theſe extraordinary works, he 


anſwered all thoſe characters which the pro- 


phets of former ages had given of the Meſſiah. 
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As he was promiſed under the character of 4 


prophet like unto Moſes, but whoſe office was 


to be more general and extenſive than that of 
Moſes, as one who was to be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, as well as the glory of his people 
Iſrael ; he accordingly came furniſhed and com- 
miſkoned to inſtruct all mankind, Jew and 
Gentile, in every important truth, that they 
were concerned to know, in order to their ob- 


taining the divine acceptance, and the happi- 


neſs of a future ſtate; commanding all nations 
to be diſcipled, taught and proſelyted, that a// 
men might come io the knowledge of the truth, 
and be Javed, 


As he was foretold under the character of a 


king, as the Son of man, to whom ſhould 4 
given a kingdom, dominion, and power; ſo Je- 
ſus came aſſerting his right to a kingdom, ſet- 
ting up the kingdom of God, amongſt men, and 
claiming and exerciſing a rightful authority 0- 
ver their hearts and conſciences. 

As he was deſcribed under the character of 
a pric{t, who was to make /is ſoul an offering 
for /in ; ſo he is declared to be az high prieſt 
over the houſe of Cd, to have put away /in by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf, and to be able to ſave, 
to the uttermeſt, all that come unto God by him, 
becauſe he lives to make interceſſion for them. 

He appeared jult at that time when a per- 
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fon of ſuch a charaQer was generally and rea- 
ſonably expected; juſt as the ſcepter was de- 
parting from Judah, and at the period fixed 
and determined by the prophecy of Daniel. 

He came of the nation, tribe, and particular 


family, from which it was propheſied he ſhould 


deſcend, being of the feed of 4braham, the 


tribe of Judah, and houſe of David; and by 


a wonderful interpoſition of Providence born at 
Bethlehem, the place from whence was to come 


. forth he who was to by Ruler in Iſrael. 


When he appeared and cd6nverſed amongſt 
men, his diſpoſnion and behaviour were ſuited 
both to the character he ſuſtained, and to the 
prophecies that had been given out concerning 
him. He was meek and lowly in heart, holy and 
without blame, ſo that his moſt inveterate and 
malicious enemies could not convince him of tin, 

His circumſtances in life were exactly ſuch 
as they were foretold they ſhould be. He was 
deſpiſed and rejected, a man of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with grief. He lived in want of ma- 
ny of the conveniencies, and ſometimes of the 
neceſſaries of life, and was ſubje& to reproach, 
and the moſt ungrateful and inhuman uſage, 
At laſt he was Jed as a lamb to the flaughter, 


ſuffered death as a malefactor, and was cut of 


for the tranſgreſſions of the people. All this he 
, endured without murmuring, complaining, re- 
88 . viling 
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viling again, or threatning. His enemies and 
accuſers, his judges, executionete and guards, 


his friends and relations, and a numberleſs 
multitude of curidus and inquiſitive ſpectators 


judged, ſaw, and knew him to be dead. He 


was taken from the croſs, buried in a ſepul- 
chre, and yet roſe again from the dead, and by 
this reſurrection he was declared to be the Son 
of God «with power, beyond all poſhble contra- 
dition. . 

During his life and miniſtry he had bften 
mentioned this great event as what ſhould cer- 
tainly come to pals; refting and laying the ſtreſs 


of his pretenſions upon it; fometimes in plain 


words, at other times in Ggurative expreſſions, 
declaring how long he ſhould continue in the 


grave, and in the ſtate of the dead, tz. three 


days and three nights," i. e. part of three days 
and three nights, Accordingly on the third 
day he roſe, and ſhewed himſclf alive to his 
diſciples, whom he had choſen to be his ſtat- 
ed companions, with this particular view, that 


they might be qualifyed to teſtify the moſt re- 


markable facts which occured in his life, and 
that they might be proper and unexceptionable 

witneſſcs of his reſurrection from the dead. 
And as they have unanimouſly declared this 
to the world, there is no juſt reaſon to object 
10 their elimony, For in aflerting this, they 
| | aſſert 
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aſſert what they ſo knew themſelves as that 
they could not be deceived in. They knew the 
perſon, features, manner and ſpeech of Jeſus. 
They were allowed to handle him, that they 
might be ſure they were not impoſed on by an 
airy phantaſm, and deluſive appearance only. 

They had free and familiar converſe with him, 
and that repeatedly in the ſpace of forty days. 
He diſcourſed to them largely on ſubjects, of 
which he had before his death given them more 


general hints, and renewed the great promiſe 


he had made them in his former life, of pour- 
ing out his Spirit on them, with this additional 
circumſtance, that it ſnould be made good to 


them not many days from the time of his ſpeak- 


ing to them. 

Upon theſe accounts it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that theſe witneſſes could be deceived them- 
ſelves in what they relate, nor is there any rea- 
ſon to think that they attempted to deceive 0- 
thers, by bearing witneſs to the truth of a known 
impoſture. For as to what appears, they were 
perſons of honeſt minds, not crafty, covetous, 
ambitious and deſigning : they had no tempta- 
tion to invent ſuch a ſtory, or publiſh it if they 
had not known it to be true. They had no 
proſpect of gain or worldly grandeur, however 


ſucceſsful they might prove in propagating the 


flory, The Lins they * enjoins the 
ſtricteſt 
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ſtricteſt regard to veracity, and the greateſt ab- 
horrence of fraud and guile, under the moſt 
ſolemn and awful ſanctions, Their teſtimony 
was uniform and conſiſtent in all the parts of 
it, If the ſtory had been forged, thoſe who 
oppoſed and endeavoured to ſtifle it, might ea- 
lily have detected the forgery; the ſureſt, near- 
eſt, and plaineſt way to expoſe the authors, a- 
bettors, and believers of it, and to prevent its 


ſpreading in the world. But inſtead of this, 


they loaded the witneſſes with hardſhips of e- 
very kind, Reproach, ſhame, poverty, bonds, 
impriſonments, ſcourgings, &c. were the ar- 
guments made uſe of by their enemies to ſtop 
their mouths. Nothing of this kind ſilenced 


them, or made any one of them to retract. They 


chearfully underwent the ſevereſt perſecutions, 
a1d ſubmitted to death itſelf, rather than they 
would deny or conceal what they knew to be 
a truth of the laſt importance to mankind, 

In ſhort, a teſtimony ſo circumſtanced as this 
is, in any other caſe, never did, nor ever can 
be diſputed or diſbelieved, but in any age and 
place would, and in any time or country till 
will meet with a general credit and reception 


from all reaſonable and fair men, without any 


cavil, heſitation or demur. _ 
As Jeſus Chriſt did in his life - time, and af- 
ter his re ſurrection, promiſe his diſciples, that 
| | they 
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they ſhould receive his Spirit, or power from 
on high, he accordingly poured it down upon 
them, in all its extraordinary and miraculous 
gifts, and thereby manifeſtly proved his aſcen- 
ſion to the right hand of power and glory. 
Beſides this, the divine miſſion and authori- 
ty of Jeſus Chriſt is farther eſtabliſhed by the 
actual and exact accompliſhment of thoſe im- 
portant events, which he expreſly and clearly 
voretold many years before they came to pals, 
He publicly declared before multitudes that 
heard him as well as his own diſciples, that the 
city of Jeruſalem, and its glory the temple, 
ſhould in a few years be utterly laid" walte and 
deſtroyed, and that the goſpel] which was at 
firſt offered to the cus and rejected by them, 
ſhould be taken away from amongit them, and 
be tendered to the Gentiles ; and that perſons 
of all nations and languages under heaven ſhould 
receive and become prolelytes to his religion; 
and that the gates of hell ſhould not prevail a- 
gainſt his church, but that he would be with 
it to the end of the world. 
Theſe remarkable events, though at the time 
when he foretold them they were far from be- 
ing probable, though there appeared no ſigns or 
tokens that ſhould lead to ſuch a conjecture, did 
_ nevertheleſs come to paſs exactly according to 
his prediction. Before the generation of men to 
- whom 
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whom he addreſſed himſelf had paſſed away, 
Jeruſalem became deſolate, and the nation was 
deltroyed ; and the hiſtory of that dreadful ca- 
lamity, as it is related by 7o/ephus, doth re- 
markabſy agree with the prophetic account giv- 
en by Jeſus concerning it, as it is very circum- 
{tantially recorded by the evangeliſts, 

And after the apoſtles had in vain attempted 
to perſuade the Zewi/h nation and people to re- 
ceive the Chriſtian religion, they turned them - 
ſelves to the Gentiles, who in almoſt every 
place, where the goſpel was preached to them, 
ſhewed a better diſpoſition, and minds more 
open to evidence and: conviction; multitudes of 
the Gentiles receiving the word with gladneſs 
and all readineſs of mind. ; 

And notwithſtanding the tares that have been 
ſown, the ſtrifes and diviſions which have been 
excited and ſomented, the declenſions and de- 
generacy of many Chriſtian profeſſors, the per- 


{ecutions with which the avowed enemies of the 


Chriſtian Church have frequently worried it, 
and the antichriſtian ſpirit that for many ages 
hath ſhewn itſelf amongſt the greater part of 
thoſe who have born the Chriſtian name; not- 
withſtanding Chriſtianity hath been often moy- 
ed from one place to another, and in many na- 
tions entirely ſuppreſſed; notwithſtanding the 


objections that have been urged againſt the do- 


ctrines 
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Arines of Chriſtianity, and the contempt, ridi- || 
cule, and inſolence with which the perſon and If 
mitacles of Jeſus have been treated; yet {till I! 
the religion of Chriſt continues unto this day, ſc 
in its external profeſſion, and internal efficacy: Ii 
not by might or power, but by the Spirit and In 
favour and bleſſing of God, and its own native 
excellency and intrinſic worth. 
From theſe conſiderations, I am even forced 


ſ 

| b 

to acknowledge and reverence the divine chara- Ip 
d 


&er and miſhon of the Son of God, and to re- 
ceive his religion in all the parts and branches of It 


it, as a revelation immediately from God. h 


X. As Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the great foun- Ih 


der of the Chriſtian religion, had this full evi- ki 
dence and ſubſtantial proof of his own authori- Nd 
ty and commiſſion from God; and that he was 


a man approved of God, by wonders, ſigns, Bf 
and miracles, which God did by him; and as th 
he was ſent to publiſh a new inſtitution of reli- Evi! 
gion, not only for one nation and people, but 
for all nations and people of the earth: ſo the 
ſame books which ſhew this, farther ſhew that 
he took care to propagate and confirm the re- 
ligion he taught, by chuſing the molt proper 
means and inſtruments to carry on and perfect 
it, and perſuade men to receive it. 

And therefore, before he left the world him- 


Choſe 
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choſe ſeveral perſons to be his apoſtles and meſ- 
ſengers, who ſhould afterwards publiſh his re - 
ligion to the world with ſufficient authority, and 
qualifications for ſo great a work as the deliver- 
ing a new revelation and rule of religion to 
mankind. 

By a near acquaintance and conſtant conver- 
ſation with him, they were proper perſons to 
be credible witneſſes of all his miracles, and in 
particular of his reſurrection, that great evi- 


dence that he was approved of God; and far- 


ther to acquaint the world what were the truths 
he taught, and what were the rules of worſhip 
be appointed, having had ſuch opportunity to 
know them by his perſonal and n inſtru- 
ctions. 

To give the greater weight to what they 
ſhould reach the world as his religion, he gave 
them authority, by a ſolema commiſſion, in 
irtue of that full power that was given him in 


caven and earth, to teach all nations, and 
ake them his diſciples, and to enter them as 


uch by baptiſm, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, requiring them to ob- 
erve all things whatſoever he had commanded 
hem. And ſuch authority and commiſſion from 
ne already approved a teacher ſent from God, 
ultly gave credit to what they ſhould teach in 
is name, or declare concerning him, either as 

ta 


them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it ſ 
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to what they had ſeen themſelves, or received I u 


in command from him to deliver unto others, 0 


But beſides this, their authority and qualifi- I o 


cations to publiſh this religion to all nations are I a 
evidenced. by many other plain and convincing ſ a 


proofs. For they had not only the benefit of a 
his perſonal inſtructions and directions, all the 2 
time of their converſation with him, but he had tr 
promiſed to {end to them the Spirit of truth af. ly 
ter his removal from them, and that this Spi- 1 
rit, when he came, ſhould guide them into alli pc 
truths, farther neceſſary to perfect his inſtituti :I de 
on of religion. This promiſe was again ſolemn · of 
ly repeated after his reſurrection to his apoſtles, I of 
whom, being aſſembled together with them, he er 
commanded that they ſhould not depart from fo 
Feruſalem, but wait for the promiſe of the fa. Si 
ther, which, ſays he, ye have heard of me ; fir 
John truly baptized you with water, but ye ſha 
be baptized with the Holy Gheſt, not many day 
hence: ard. ye. ſhall receive power, after tha 
the Holy Gboſt is came upon you, and ye ſhall: 
be witneſſes unto me, both in Jeraſalem, and in 
all judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter co 
zeſt parts of the earth. LE ſor 
This remarkable promiſe was ſoon after a20c fan 
compliſbed ; for whilſt they were together upſſthe 
on the day of Pentecoſt, there appeared untyna 


upd a 
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upon each of them, and they were all filled 
with the holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with 
„other tongues as the Spirit gave them utter : 
e ance, though before they had been utterly uns 
gf acquainted"with them, Their minds were in 
of an inſtant illuminated, and ſilled with avcleay 
e and diſtin knowledge of theſe important 
d truths, which to that time had been abfolute- 
f. ly, or in a great meaſure unknown to them. 
pi · They had at the ſame time conveyed to them a 
al power of healing all manner of diſeaſes, of 
ti · doing miracles, even of raiſing the dead to lifey 
m. of prophecy or predifting future events, and 
es of conferring theſe extraordinary gifts and pows 
heſ ers of the Holy Ghoſt upon others; which was 
om ſo commonly done, and fo well known, that 
Va. Simon, who by his forcerics had deceived ma- 
ſir ny to account of him as the great power of God, 
at offered money to the apoſtles, that he like them 
Jax might have the power to give the Holy Choſt 
by laying on of hands. 

Theſe giſts of the Spirit of God were ſuch 
in their nature, as no human power or wiſdom | 
could confer, ſuch as none of the exorciſts or 
ſorcerers of thoſe times, with all their cunning 
 acFland art, management and reputation amongſt 
upſſche people, could counterfeit. They were ſo 
untimany and public, as gave the moſt clear and 
it {afundeniable evidence of the apoſtles miſſion from 
upoll - God 
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God and Chriſt, greatly animated them in the 
work they were called to, and contributed much 


to their ſucceſs. This effuſion of the Spirit was 


a publick affirmance of their private teſtimony 
concerning Chriſt, and added the weiyht of pro- 
phecy and miracles to the credibility of true 
and faithful witneſſes. | 

But beſides all this, the manner of their in- 
ſtruction greatly recommended the teſtimony 
they gave, and the doctrines they taught. This 


was in all reſpects ſuch as it became the belt 


of men, and the wiſeſt of religions to uſe. Ne. 
yer did men give greater inſtances of honeſty 
and ſincerity, and a firmer perſuaſion of the 
truth of what they taught. Never did men ap- 
pear more diſintereſted and faithful in what they 
declared they had received from God. In all 
diſtant places, and on many different occaſions, 
there {till appeared an exact harmony of doc- 
trine, and a conſtant union in promoting the 
ſame cauſe; ſo that the ſame Spirit of Truth 
appeared to direct them all, as they had all re- 


_ ceived the ſame Spirit of Power. Their hearts 


and lives were under the conſtant direction and 
influence of the power and ſpirit of real religion, 
As they had all received the ſame miraculous 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, they were all animat- 
ed with the ſame juſt and regular zeal.- Al 
ſhew'd the ſame firmneſs of mind, — 97 
wit 
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with the ſame modeſty, meekneſs and humili- 
ty. Their own religion gave them the nobleſt 
ſupports under the many and great ſufferings 
they endured ; and that no proof of their fin» 


cerity and faithfulneſs might be wanting, they 


ſealed the truth of the doctrines they taught 
with their blood, and gave up their own lives 
to the hopes of that future happineſs, they pro- 
poſed in the name of their Maſter to others. 
And Laſtly, As truth and religion ſtand in 
no need of artifice and violence, the apoſtles o- 
penly renounced all ſuch methods of propagat- 
ing the religion of Chriſt, directing men to hold 
the myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience. They 
impoſed on no man's judgment, they openly diſ- 
claimed all dominion over their faith and con- 
ſciences, they reaſoned with them out of the 
ſcriptures, and inſtead of forcing their own in- 
terpretations upon them, commended them for 


ſearching the ſcriptures whether the things 


were ſo. * With all the authority their com- 
miſhon gave t confirmed by many ſigns 
and wonders, they yet appealed to the judg- 


ments of men by fair arguments, and aimed 


at perſuading the conſcience by the conviction 


of reaſon, not to overbear it by the force of 


authority. _ c 
It was indeed highly fit and neceſſary, that 


75 when they had approyed the religion they taught 


Te tO 


for being a Chriſtian. | 45 


16 Plain Reaſont 
to mens conſciences, and their own authority Ya 
and commiſſion by ſufficient evidence, they, as di 
the miniſters and apoſtles of Chriſt, ſhould both I. 
command and exhort in his name, and publiſh Im 
the rules of his religion, as his commands of 
binding obligation and authority; for this rea- Nca 
ſon, that he is the Lawgiver of the Church, Io 
Thus the apoſtles acted. When they had ſitſt I by 
proved the truth of their doctrine by fair rea · Ifo 
ſon and argument, and their own commiſſion by Ned 
the demonſtration of the Spirit, and of power. 
that the faith of the church ſhould not ſtand on] 
the wiſdom of men, but on the power of God, 
it was neceſſary that they who were to publiſh 
Chriſt's religion, ſnould teach whatever he com · 
manded them, and themſelves command and 
exhort obedience to them. | 

- Theſe were the methods the apoſtles o 
Chriſt uſed. in teaching his religion, and it ac 
cordingly met with ſucceſs beyond human ex- 
pectation. And tho” the prevalence of an opi- 
nion is no ſure argument of truth, yet when 
principles contrary to mens inclinations and in- 


tereſts make their way only by evidence, andſtit 

the force of reaſon and argument, againſt a fac 

methods of long and violent oppoſition, it is at 

very ſtrong preſumption of their truth, and thaſmu 

ſuch ſucceſs muſt be owing to the power eſſthe 

God attending it. And to ſuppoſe that ſuchPre 
a re 
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0 a religion as Chriſtianity ſhould prevail as it 
did, and by ſuch means, without 'a miracle, 
would itſelf in reality be one of the greateſt of 
BI miracles. 

ff XI. From theſe arguments aid evidences I 
x» cannot but be convinced that 7eſus was a per- 
1, ſon ſent from God, and that his apoſtles afted 
ft by his commiſſion and authority, and that theres 
a+ fore the whole Chriſtian Religion, as contains 
by Jed in the New Teſtament, is a revelation un 
11 Cod. : n. 
4 As to the difficulties and objections that mays 
d, Ide urged againſt its divine authority, I think” 

iſal they are far from carrying in them any evidence 
m · Nor proof. For as to thoſe which are of great- 

ndlleſt weight, they do not affect the truth of the 

ſacts recorded, nor deſtroy at all the credibility 

of them. There have never been any objec- 

Ions offer'd that render it unlikely or improb- 

ex· able, that Ze/us Chriſt lived an holy life, taught 
ppi· excellent doctrines, did many great miracles, 
henfdied- on the croſs, roſe again from the dead, 

in · laſcended into heaven, and poured down his Spi- 
andÞÞ'it on his apoſtles. And therefore whilſt theſe 
allffadts, which ſupport the credit of Chriſtianity, 
is altand upon this ſure foundation of certainty, I 
thafſmult neceſſarily believe the divine authority of 
.r offibe Chriſtian revelation, tho' the difficulties 
ſuchpPretended were much greater than they are. 

Wi: ; Some 
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Some of them may ariſe either from not 

. knowing ſome particular circumſtances and cuſ- 
toms referred to, from the ſhortneſs of the ac- 
counts which are delivered, or from ſome leſſer 
errors, that may have caſt ſome obſcurity on 
thoſe accounts. But from whence ſoever they 
ariſe, they cannot invalidate the proof which a. 
riſes from real and well atteſted facts, nor make 
me doubt of things that ſtand upon the ſtrong · | 
eſt foundation of evidence. | 
I find indeed that many things, which hae 
appeared for a long while to wife and thought-· | 
ful men, as difficulties of great weight, have 
at length been fully cleared up, and I thereforeW 
pleaſe myſelf with the hope, that in the courſe 
of Providence, thoſe things which (till remain | 
dark and perplexed may be explained, and ſe} | 
in a juſt light, and made appear as caſy and 
conſiſtent, as they are now obſcure and intri « 
Cate, ---. | | [ 
a 

F 

C 
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Beſides, theſe difficulties which are preten- 
ded do not in the leaſt affect the main and ſub. 
. ſtantial parts of Chriſtianity ; they do not cal 
any obſcurity over the precepts, and promiſes, 
and principles of the goſpel, and of conſequence} ( 
do not affect my duty or my happineſs. Not p 
withſtanding all the Objections that can be urged v 
I (till find that the directions to ſerve God 
and obey Chriſt, and ſecure my eternal ſalvz 

1 tion 


tion, are very obvious and plain; and therefore 
I am not under any pain or fear upon account 
of things I do not underſtand, or cannot explain. 
But what is of more importance, 1s, that the 
principal objections that are urged againlt the 
divine authority of the Chriſtian religion, arc 
fairly to be anſwered, fo as to give ſatis faction 
to any impartial and unprejudiced mind. It 
hath been objected againſt the prophecies relat- 
ing to Chriſt, that they are to be interpreted 
of him only in an a/legorical and myſtical ſenſe, 
5 that they are in their nature obſcure, and 
do not ſo plainly point out the Meſſiah as might 
be expected and deſired. Whereas the truth 
is, that though there may be a difficulty in in- 
terpreting ſome of them, yet that there are o- 
thers, which are exceeding plain and clear, have 
an evident reference to Chriſt, do agree to the 
circumſtances of no other perſon, are accom- 
pliſhed in him, and in him only. And if there 
are any prophecics, originally relating to other 
perſons and things, applied to Chrilt, and the 
circumſtances of his appearance and kingdom, 
they are never cited as originally belonging to 
Chriſt, but only as applicable to him in their 
proper meaning. and the times and events to 

which they are referred. 
When 'tis objected againſt the miracles of 
Chriſt, that they were the effect of magic, this 
| C appears 
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appears to be abſolutely impoſſible ; for it was 


never yet heard of, that magicians could raiſe 


the dead, and do the other wonderful works 


that Jeſus did. Beſides, the end of his mira- 


cles was ſo great and good, as a wicked impo- 


ſtor and mapician can never be ſuppoſed to have 
in view; and till it can be ſhewn that the Chri- 
ſtian religion is a wicked religion, I mult believe 
that the miracles recorded in the New Teſta- 
ment were wrought by an holy and good per- 

ſon, under the immediate influence of God. 
* If it be objected that ſome of the miracles 
recorded, are attended with ſome very abſurd 
and improbable circumſtances, I think this 
charge hath not, and cannot be proved. And 
from the late unſucceſsful attempts that have 
been made this way, I have reaſon to believe, 
that the more the miracles of Chriſt and his 
apoſtles are conſidered, they will appear more 
and more wonderful in themſelves, and more 
worthy the interpoſition and aſſiſtance of God, 
If it be objected, that there is no ſufficient 
evidence or proof that. theſe miracles were ever 
wrought, I apprehend this objection to be of 
little weight; becauſe as there is the ſame ground 
of certainty for theſe, as there is for any other 
ancient fats, which obtain univerſal belief, they 
deſerve to be equally credited; and, I think, 
nothing can be more unreaſonable and unfair, 
12 f than 
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than to allow the ſame evidence to be ſufficient 
as to ſome facts, and to deny the note pil of 
it as to others, which are equally poſſible in 
themſelves, conſiſtent with a | the perfections 
of God, and deſigned to anſwer the moſt va- 
luable ends and purpoſes amongſt men. | 
If it be ſaid that miracles are in their nature 
impoſſible, I think this can never be allowed 
but upon the ſuppoſition that all things are go- 
verned by, or rather ſubjected to an abſolute 
and unalterable fatality. Becauſe if the ſupreme 
and eternal cauſe of all things be poſſciled of 
liberty and power, the miracles recorded in the _ 
ſacred writings are{as poſhble to him as any other 
actions whatſoever, and according to my con- 
ception, much more eaſily performed than the 
work of creation, which is a much higher ex- 
ertion of power, and is, by all ſober deiſts, 
aſcribed to the will and agency of God; and 
of conſequence I can never allow the impoſh- 
bility of miracles, becauſe ſuch a notion ap- 
pears to me deſtructive of the being and per- 
fections of God, 
As to the doctrines of Chriſt, if it be urged 
that ſome of them are unintellipble, and my- 
ſterious, I have this to ſatisfy myſelf, that 'tis 
not much wonder if they ſhould be fo, becauſe 
many of them relate ro God, whom none 
b; ſearching can find out to: perfection, and that 
C3: | this 


52 Plain IEA 
this is no more than may be objected againſt 
many of the moſt certain truths of natural reli- 
gion, For whoever will enter into the conſidera- 
tion of the immenſity and eternity of God's at- 
tributes, which certainly belong to him, will 
find himſelf loſt in the infinite and boundleſs 
ſubject. As far as they are myſterious and in- 
capable of being underſtood, I am ſure that 
my acceptance with God doth not depend on 
my underſtanding them; and as far as they are 
intelligible, they encreaſe my adoration, reve- 
rence, and the love of God, awaken and excite 
me to the care and practice of Godlineſs and 
virtbe; and thus help me on in my preparation 
for heaven and happinels. 

If it be objected, that any of the doctrines 
of Chriſtianity are irrational and abſurd, I ap- 


prehend this hath never been proved by any- 


of the enemies of the Chriſtian revelation. Ma. 
ny principles which they have endeavoured to 
expoſe to ridicule, have not been the doctrines 


of the goſpel, but either their own miſtakes, 


or the corrupt additions of weak and deſigning 
men to the ſimplicity of the truth of Chrilt, 
Other doctrines that have been excepted againſt, 
have not been revealed in their full extent and 
compaſs, and therefore can never be proved 
abſurd by any particular inferences drawn from 


them ; becauſe thoſe very inferences may them- 


ſclyes 
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ſelves appear falſe and abſurd, when the doc- 
trines are placed in their full light, and men 
are rendered capable of clearly diſcerning, and 


fully underſtanding them. As to others which 


have been excepted againſt, they have ſtood 
their ground both againſt ridicule and malice, 


and the objections that have been urged have 


had no other effect, than to expoſe their own 
weakneſs, and to render the principles of the 
goſpel of Chriſt more evident and convincing. 

If it ſhould be objected, that the very pol- 
ſibility of revelation itſelf may be queſtioned, 
I anſwer that this muſt be upon one or other 
of theſe ſuppoſitions; either that God himſelf, 
who hath eſtabliſhed the order and courſe of 
nature, cannot vary from it, or elſe that 'tis 
not to be conceived how he ſhould diſcover 
himſelf to any perſon, ſo as that he ſhall be 
ſure it is God and no other. 

If the former be aſſerted, that God himſelf 
cannot alter and vary from the courſe of nature, 


| which he himſelf hath fixed, it will follow, 


that he was obliged by ſome external neceſſity 
to form all things as they are, or elſe by a fit- 
neſs of things abſolutely independent upon his 

own pleaſure and will, | 
If the firſt be aſſerted, that God was obliged 
by ſome external neceſſity, or the agency of 
ſome being prior and ſuperior to himſelf; this 
: C3 88 is 
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is to aſſert eternity to be prior to itſelf, and in- 
finite wiſdom and power capable of being con- 
trouled by wiſdom and power more than infinite; 


which is abſurd, 


If the latter be aſſerted, that Cod was obliged 
by a fitneſs of things independent upon his own 


plcaſure and will, this will appear equally ab- 


ſurd; becauſe, if he was under no external ne- 
ceſſity to conſtitute the preſent frame, and con ·- 
{cquently the preſent fitneis of things, the 
aciual conſtitution of the one and the other 
can be owing to no other cauſe or reaſon, but 


"what is in God himſelf, and which therefore 


cannot be independent upon God ; which cauſe 
or reaſon can be no other than the will of God, 


directed by the dictates of his own wiſdom 


and goodneſs. And of conſequence the. pre- 
ient frame of things, and the fitneſs that reſults 
from it, is owing to the good pleaſure and free 
choice of God, directed by the perfections of 
his own mind; which perfections do not deſtroy 
aby natural power of acting or not acting, but 
only direct to the wiſeſt and beſt uſe of it. The 
very eſſence of liberty doth indeed conſiſt in 
wiſdom to direct, and power to execute. 
Hence it follows, that if the preſent frame 
of things be the reſult of the molt perfect free - 


dom and choice in God, the ſame free choice 


will and muſt take place, in every other circum- 
8 lane 
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ſtance to which perfect wiſdom and goodneis 


do direct. And therefore if it be agreeable to 


the dictates of ſuch perfections in God, to 
vouchſafe an external revelation to mank ind, 
in the caſe of an univerſal ignorance and dege- 
neracy, ſuch a revelation is as poſſible as the 


original conſtitution of things, and may be ac- 


counted for upon the very ſame foundation of 


reaſon, 


But if it be faid, that it cannot be conceived 


how God can ſo diſcover himſelf to any perſon, 


as that he ſhall be ſure it is God and no other ; 
I anſwer, that ſuppoſing we are not able to de - 


ſcribe the method by which God makes himſelf 


known to men, it will by no means follow, that 
tis impoſſible for God to do ſo, unleſs our con- 
ceptions are the meaſure of all poſſibilities, If 


God be the univerſal Creator, he is ſurely the 
Creator of the ſouls of men, and hath implant- 


ed in them all their perceptive and reaſonable 
powers and faculties ; and of conſequence being 
the former of ſpirits, he mult be capable of 
acting an them, which ſufficiently proves the 
poſſibility of revelation. | 
Beſides, if, as the whole viſible creation a- 


round us ſhews the poſlibility and great pro- 


bability of, there are reaſonable ſpirits of na- 
tures, orders, and powers ſuperior to ours ; 1 
ſuppoſe they will not be thought to be incapa- 
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ble of converſe, and of communicating their i- 
deas to each other; for this would be to ſup- 
poſe ſpirits leſs happy than men: And if crea- 
ted ſpirits can thus convey their minds to each 
| other, ſo as that they ſhall be abſolutely ſure 
4.0 who it is they converſe with, can it be imagined 
1 that God the infinite Spirit ſhould not be able 
14 to convey his will to ſpirits, and reaſonable 
1 beings, ſo as that they ſhall be ſure that it is 
'F God who converſes with them ? 
Nothing 1s more certain than that God, who 
is an abſolute Spirit, acts on the material world; 
and yet we cannot tell the manner how God 
acts upon it: And it is very wonderful to con- 
der how one nature abſolutely diſtin, and of 
quite different attributes and properties from 
another, ſhould thus continually act upon and 
influence it, But that ſpiritual beings, between 
whoſe natures, as ſpiritual, there is a neceſſary 
lkeneſs and conformity, ſhould act upon each 
other, and be capable of converſing with and, 
communicating their ideas to each other, is a 
much more eaſy and rational ſuppoſition z and 
as probable, as that body ſhould act upon bo- 
«dy, of which the whole frame of the material 
world is an abſolute, conſtant proof. | 
The account which revelation itſelf gives of 
the manner in which God conveyed his mind to 
men, is, cither by an audible yoice, ogy" 
| AE ng wit 
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with an appearance of viſible glory, or elſe by 
making certain very clear and ſtrong impreſſions 
on their minds. As to the former way, it is 
as reaſonable to think that the voice and pre- 


ſence of God may be of ſo very peculiar a na- 


ture, as to be as well known, and as certainly 
diſtinguiſhed as the voice and countenance of a 
friend : And as to the latter, it appears to me 
extremely probable, that impreſſions made cn 
the mind rhay be attended with ſuch peculiar 
circumſtances, which may as truly and certain- 
ly diſcover God, as a friend may be known 
by his reſemblance and image, or as though 
we were mere ſpirits, and God was converling 
with us as ſuch. | 
If it be allowed that revelation is poſſible, 
it may be denied that it is neceſſary, becauſe 
the natural reaſon of mens minds is abundant- 
ly ſufficient to demonſtrate to them whatever 
God requires of them. I very readily grant, 
that the reaſonable powers and faculties of 


| men's minds are very capable of leading them 


into the knowledge of ſome of the moſt impor- 
tant truths that we are concerned to know, and 
duties we are obliged to perform; and that men 
are criminal in the ſight of God, if they run 
into ignorance and vice, through a neglect to 
improve thoſe excellent faculties of rcaſon 


vhich God hath given them. 
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88 Plain Reaſon: 
But then it ought to be conſidered, that the 
powers of all men are not alike capable, and 
that though truths of importance when offered 
to them may be diſcerned and approved by 
them, yet that the generality would ſcarce c- 


ver have been able, by a long courſe of argu- 


ment and inference, to have reaſoned them- 
ſelves into a clear knowledge of all thoſe prin. 
ciples, which are neceſſary to be known, effec. 
tually to ſupport the intereſt of true religion, 
and the practice of virtue; eſpecially if we con- 
ſider them as wholly taken up with the affairs 
of the preſent life, educated with ſtrong pre- 
judices in favour of ſuperſtition and error, and 


trained up from infancy in idolatrous practices, 


and criminal courſes. - In ſuch circumſtances, 
what reaſon may be capable of doing, I know 
not: But that it hath not in fact led men to the 
knowledge of all the neceſſary principles and 
truths of religion, is evident from the hiſtory of 


almoſt all nations, who have been deſtitute of 
revelation: and therefore to argue againſt the 
neceſſity of revelation, becauſe poſſibly men's 


own reaſon might have been ſufficient without it, 
when in reality they did need it, is to ſet up mere 


_ ſuppoſition againſt poſitive fact, and to reaſon 


from poſſibilities againſt experience and certainty, 
Reaſon, i. e. men's reaſonable powers are 
unque- 
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unqueſtionably capable of great improvements, 


and of making very conſiderable diſcoveries, 


with proper aſſiſtance and cultivation. But with- 
out ſuitable helps and means of information, I 
apprehend that no man can affirm they would 

lead him into the knowledge of all the neceſſary 
principles of religion. Cicero, the greateſt ge- 
nius of the age in which he lived, did not owe 


bis ſuperior knowledge and wiſdom to himſelf 


only. He had the writings of Rome and Greece | 
to inſtruct and inform him. From theſe he un- 
derſtood the principles of the ſeveral ſects of 
philoſophers that were before him, the argu- 
ments with which they confirmed their reſpec- 


tive ſentiments, and the objections that were 


urged by ſome againſt the ſchemes and princi- 
ples of others. Upon this foundation it was eaſy 
to reaſon, and in whatever reſpects his ſenti- 


ments were nobler than others, they were 


not properly the mere diſcoveries of his own 
mind, but inferences from, or the improve- 
ments of the diſcoveries and principles of o- 
thers.. And 1 cannot help thinking, that if 
any men are now capable of forming to them- 
ſelves a complete ſcheme of rational religion 


and morals, they owe it to the diſcoveries of 


the goſpel-revelation, though they aſſume the 

glory of it intirely to their reaſon. N 
Beſides, though yy might poſlibly de- 
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ver the duties of religion and virtue without a- 


ny revelation, it cannot in the nature of things 
certainly diſcover what the rewards of being 
religious and virtuous ſhall be. Reaſon will in- 


deed inform us, that a being perſectly virtuous, 
and who conſtantly acts agreeably to the rea- 


fon and nature of things, without any deviation 
from it, cannot be finally miſcrable, but muſt 
be in ſome meaſure happy in the divine appro- 
bation and acceptance. But of what degree 
and duration that happineſs ſhall be, depends 


| Wholly on the good pleaſure of God. Being 


itſelf is the.voluntary gift of the ſupreme cauſe, 
and of conſequence the continuance of being 


muſt depend on his will who firſt gave it. And 


though perfect virtue will always be entitled to 
a proportionable reward from God, yet that 
ſuch a being, and the happineſs conſequent up- 
on his virtue, ſhall and muſt be of an everlaſt- 


ing continuance, can never be proved from the 


reaſon and nature of things; and of conſe- 
quence the knowledge of it can be derived 
from nothing but the voluntary diſcoveries of 
God himſelf. 
This I think is plain upon the fuppoſiti tion of 
a being perfectly virtuous, But if any reaſona- 


ble beings deviate from the law of their creati- 
on, and act contrary to that fitneſs of things 


which reaſon aſſures them ought to be the 9 
| 0 


would have been the reward of perfect virtue, 


they ſhould have a revelation from God con- 
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of their actions; in ſuch a caſe reaſon will be 
ſo far from giving any politive aſſurances of a 
reward, that it will rather lead men to the ex- 
pectations and fears of puniſhment ; there be- 
ing as natural a connection between vice and pu- 
niſhment, as there is between virtue and a re- 
ward. Whether God will pardon, and upon 
what conditions, whether repentance and a fin- 
cere amendment for the future ſhall entitle to 
happineſs, and eſpecially the ſame happineſs as 


here reaſon can never determine. And of con- 
ſequence, if the certain knowledge of theſe im- | 
portant articles be in any ſenſe neceſſary to fl 

encourage the repentance and reformation of 
men, it is in the ſame ſenſe abſolutely neceſſary 


If it be objected, that to ſuppoſe the great 
expediency of revelation which is argued for, 
will infer that this revelation muſt be univerſal, 
and extend equally to all ages, nations, and 
perſons, I think the anſwer is obvious and ea- 
ſy. Becauſe, if there be any real weight in this 
objection, it will prove that God is obliged to be 
equally kind to al mankind, in all ages and na- 
tions without exception. If he is not obliged to 
beſtow equal favours on all, he is not obliged to 
beltow equally on all, the particular favour of an 


cerning them, | 1 
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external revelation. But if he is obliged to be 
equally, and at all times favourable to all, then 


be is obliged. to be what in fact he ſcarce ever 


hath been, ſince the foundation of the world. 
He is obliged to give all men the ſame natural 
capacities, the ſame advantages for the diſco- 
very of truth, and the ſame external bleſſings 
of his Providence, But is not this contrary to 
| the experience of all ages, and a difficulty, if 
it be one, that affects the very being of a God, 
or at leaſt, the wiſdom, goodneſs and equity of 
his Providence? and which therefore is no more 
an objection againſt revelation, than it is againlt 
the firſt principles of natural religion itſelf, 
If ſome paris of the world enjoy the beneſit 
of a divine revelation, it can be no injury to o- 
thers who do not; becauſe as God hath not 
vouchſafed to them that favour, they ſtand upon 
the ſame foundation of the light of nature, as 
they would have done, had there been no extra- 
ordinary revelation at all. And as the enemies 
of revelation do themſelves allow and plead for 
the abſolute ſufficiency of reaſon in all men, 
upon their own conceſſion ſuch as have no other 
guide-but reaſon, can have no juſt occaſion for 
complaint, and by neceſſary conſequence, no 
claim to the higher benefit of a divine revela- 
tion: Becauſe though God ſhould think 2 
to vouchſafe it to ſome, and not to n : 
01 
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doth not make the condition of ſuch who haye 
it not, any worſe than it was before, by mak 
ing any abatement in the natural W is 
their reaſon ; but they are exactly in the ſame - 
ſtate, and mult be tried by the ſame law, as 
all the world would have been, had there been 
bo other law but that of reaſon and nature, 
And therefore if thoſe, who have this ſufficient 
light of nature to direct them, cannot claim a 
divine revelation by any natural right, there 


can be no obligation upon God to grant it uni- 


verſally and alike. And if God can be under 
no obligation to grant it univerſally and alike, 
then it neceſſarily follows; that as the granting 
it to ſome is no injury to others, no one being 
injured in not having what he hath no right of 
claim to, God may grant it at what ſeaſons, 
and to what particular nations and perſons, the 
circumſtances of the world, and the ends of his 
government ſhall from time to time direct him, 
The goſpel-revelation was certainly intend- 
ed for the univerſal benefit of mankind, and ac- 
cordingly the apoſtles and firſt preachers of 
Chriſtianity publiſhed it amongſt all nations, 
where they went. But if the progreſs of it 
was hindered by violence and perſecution, if 
ſome thro* prejudice and vice refuſed to em- 
brace it; if others corrupted the ſimplicity and 
purity of it, till they had, in a great meaſure, 
| or 
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or wholly loſt it, and were left to embrace fu- 
perſtition and impoſture in the room of it ; and 
finally, if others, who have an opportunity of 


fpreading the knowledge of the goſpel; do for 


the fake of worldly advantages refuſe to do it, 
the neceſſity of the gofpel-revelation's being 
univerſal may be allowed, without its being a- 


ny reaſonable objection againſt it, that in fact 


it is not ſo. Becauſe this is not owing to any 
want of care or goodneſs in God, but to the 
negligence and vices of men themſelves, for 
which I apprehend that neither the Providence 
of God, nor the goſpel-reyelation are or ought 
to be accountable. 19 11 

If it be ſaid, that ſuppoſing a revelation ac- 
tually given, ſuch revelation can be nothing but 
a revival of the principles and duties of natural 


religion, becauſe men's acceptance with God 


can depend on nothing but their acting agreea- 
dle to the law of their reaſon and nature; I 
anſwer, That if by the principles and duties of 
natural religion, be meant ſuch principles and 


duties, which when diſcovered, appear reaſon-” 


able to the minds of men, it may be allowed 
that revelation doth not, and cannot place the 


happineſs and acceptance of men with God, up- 


on any thing that is not reaſonable and fit for 
them to know and do, and of which they cannot 


in ſome meaſure diſcern the reaſonableneſs _ 
N wp 5 
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fitneſs ; for then one certain mark of the truth 
of revelation would be plainly wanting, which 
is its placing the happineſs of men upon ſuch a 
foundation as appears reaſonable in itſelf, and 
therefore worthy of God, becauſe I cannot be- 
lieve that to be worthy of God, which by rea- 


' fon I cannot in ſome meaſure plainly diſcern to 


be ſo. Et. 
But if by the principles and duties of natural 
religion, be meant ſuch principles and duties 


which natural reaſon, without any divine re- 


velation, will lead men to the certain knowledge 
of, then the aſſertion is evidently falſe, that 
revelation can contain nothing but the princi- 
ples and duties of natural religion, Becauſe, 
as hath been obſerved, one great end of reve- 
lation is to give men certainty of ſuch important 
principles as natural reaſon is never able to do. 

If we conſider men in circumſtances of de - 
generacy, and as having acted contrary do the 
law of nature, a revelation merely to revive the 
law of nature, would evidently be inſufficient 
for their peace and happineſs. For though this 
would be a direction of their future conduct, it 
would be no ſecurity to them againſt the puniſh- 
ment due to them for their paſt tranſgreſhons, 
which would prove the higheſt diſcouragement 


to their obedience for the time to come. And 


of conſequence a revelation from God, vouch- 


ſafed 


N 
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Tafed ro mankind in ſuch circumſtances,” muſt 
contain more than the mere law of nature, vis. 
the method and conditions of God's extending 
bis forgiveneſs to his ſinful creatures, without 
which it would want one effential mark of its 
being from God, viz. its ſuitableneſs to the 
wants and neceſſities of mankind. 

Beſides, if God hath given men a 3 
of his will, attended with ſufficient evidence 
and proof, the belief of ſuch a revelation is a 
moral duty, and a neceflary inſtance of reſpect 
and reverence due to God; it being as reaſon- 
able and fit, that I ſhould attend to the voice 
and will of the Supreme Being in external re- 
velation, as that I ſhould ſubmit to the voice 
and will of God by reaſon or internal revela- 
tion. 

Upon this foundation depends that command 
of Feſus Chriſt : Ye believe in God, believe alf 

in me. It is poſſible in bypotheſis that men 
may govern their paſhons, and act well in ſo- 
ciety, who do not believe the being of a God. 
But yet to believe that God is, and that he isa 
rewarder of thoſe who ſeek him, is a principle 
of natural religion; and, as I imagine, necel- 
ſary to every man's, happineſs in the divine ac- 
ceptance. And by conſequence, if it be the 
will of God that I ſhould believe in Chriſt, and 
if there be evidence to convince me of the res- 


fog: 
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ſonableneſs of believing in him; it doth not 
ſeem more unreaſonable that God ſhould re- 
quire me to believe in Chriſt, than it doth that 
he ſhould require me to believe in himſelf, in 
order to my receiving a reward of grace and fa- 
your from him; becauſe if the ſufficiency of 
evidence be a reaſon for God's requiring belief 
in any caſe, it is a reaſon that will hold good 
in every one without exception, 

Beſides, if the obſervance cf the religion and 
law of nature be allowed to diſpoſe and prepare 
men for happineſs in the favour of God, and 
though revelation cannot ſet aſide the obliga- 
tions of the one or other, but is principally de- 
ſigned to recover men to the knowledge of, 
and a conformity to the original fitneſs of things; 
yet I apprehend that revelation may enforce 
the practice of them by ſuch conſiderations, 
and motives, and ſpecial precepts, as have no 


certain foundation in natural reaſon and light, 


i. e. which men's reaſon would never have led 
them to have thought of, without a divine di- 


rection and command, "Is 3 
If the religion of nature be of God's conſti - 


tution and appointment, and reſults from thoſe 
relations which he himſelf hath been pleaſ- 
ed to order and fix, I apprehend that ſuch po- 
litive inſtitutions which have a direct tendency 


to eſtabliſh and promote men's regard to, and 


ob- 
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obſervance of it, may be ordained of God, and 
thereby become obligatory upon men. Becauſe 
if the law of nature itſelf neceſſarily and uni- 
verſally obliges mankind, and their happineſs 
depends on the obſervation of i it; ſuch inſtitu- 
tions which render the obſervation of it more 
eafy and practicable, however voluntary and po- 
fitive in themſelves, are conliſtent with all our 


' Notions of the divine perfections, and ought to 


be ſo far from being objections againſt the truth 
of any religion that contains them, that they 
are rather arguments in favour of it, as they are 
evident proofs of the wife and tender concern 


of God for the perfection and happineſs of his 


creatures. 
If then the peculiars of the Chriſtian religion 
have all of them this tendency, as I apprehend 


they have, it follows, that God's requiring us 


to obſerve them is a reaſonable and fit com- 
mand, as it is a command reſulting from his un- 
erring wiſdom, and his gracious regard to our 
welfare and intereſt, And therefore in this re- 
ſpe internal and external revelation, or the 
religion of nature and revelation may certainly 


differ, and the latter command what the former 


would never diſcover or oblige to. 
If it be objected againſt the Chriſtian revela- 
tion, that it is not explicit and clear, but that 


5 thoſe who ſearch it fall into very different ſentt- 


ments 
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ments and opinions as to ſeveral articles of im- 
portance, and that 'tis ſcarce to be ſuppoſed that 
God ſhould be the author of a revelation, 
which, when given, is incapable of being un- 
derſtood ; I have this that gives my mind ſatis- 
faction and eaſe: That if there are any intima- 
tions of doctrines in ſcripture, that ſincere per- 
ſons who do the will of God, and lay aſide all 
prejudice, and deſire to receive the truths of 
God, as far as they can underſtand them, cannor, 
aſter all their endeavour and care, come to the 
certain knowledge of, the knowledge of ſuch 
doctrines cannot be neceſlary to their acceptance 
and ſalvation; becauſe Chriſt Jeſus expreſly de- 


clares, that if any man doth the will of his Fa- 


ther, he ſhall know of the doctrine whether it be 

of God or no. | 
As to thoſe doctrines, upon the acknowledg- 
ment of which the New Teſtament writings do 
expreſly make ſalvation to depend, I find, to 
my very great comfort, that they are very plain 
and intelligible in themſelves ; ſuch as the exiſt- 
ence of one God, the reſurrection of Chriſt 
from the dead, and there being one Mediator 
between God and man, thro' whom God diſ- 
penſes all bleſſings to his creatures. Theſe and 
other truths of like importance are ſet in the 
cleareſt light, and if any have obſcured and 
perplexed them by intticate diſtinctions, and 
Philo- 
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philoſophical ſpeculations, the goſpel of Chriſt 
gives no ſanction to them, and the plain Chri- 
{tian hath no concern and buſineſs with them. 
If it be ſaid, that the Chriſtian religion hath 
no better effect upon mankind than the light 
of nature had, and that therefore it can ſcarce- 
ly be imagined that God would be the author 
of ſo ineffeRual an inſtitution ; I anſwer, That 
I ſuppoſe it can never be madę appear that man- 
kind are now as univerſally in the fame circum- 
ſtances of ignorance and vice, as they were be- 
fore the revelation of the goſpel. | 
The knowledge of one God, the univerfal 
Creator and Father, doth certainly more uni- 
verſally obtain than it did in the times of deep 
Paganiſm and idolatry ; the precepts of religion 
and virtue are more generally uuderſtood, and the 
rewards and puniſhments of a future life more 
certain as to their evidence, and more exten- 
ſive as to the acknowledgement of them. 
And tho' many who profeſs to believe theſe 
things act contrary to their own principles, yet 
there have been many in every age, and now 
are, who, under the influence cf this faith, 
live foberly, righteoufly and godly in the preſent 
Ol.. . i 
And as to thoſe who do not, 'tis not owing to 
the inſufficiency of the principles and motives 
of Chriſtianity, but to the want of conſideration 
| | and 
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and a ſerious regard to them, and to thoſe pow- 
erfal habits which they have contracted, and 
continue to ſtreqgthen by a wilful and allowed 
indulgence. \ 
| And therefore, if the goſpel be objected a- 
gainſt as inſufficient to reform men, and engage 
hem to the love and practice of religion and 
+ |} virtue, it muſt be becauſe it doth not neceſſi- 
tate and compel them, and lay an irreſiſtible 
force on the mind to comply with it, Where- 
as, if this were the caſe, it would be an unan- 
ſwerable objection againſt it, becauſe this would 
1 eſtroy that freedom and choice of the mind, 
which is eſſentially neceſſary to give virtue it- 
ſelf its proper value, and regder it capable of 
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E a reward from God. And of conſequence, if 
e | tbe Chriſtian religion contains every. argument 
e and motive, that is proper to be laid before 
1! Land influence reaſonable and free creatures, its 


not always proving effectual is no argument of 
eis inſufficiency, nor the leaſt ſhadow of proof 
et chat it is not worthy of and actually from God, 
JW And Laſtly, If it be objected that it hath 
h. been the occaſion of ſuch confuſions, diſorders, 

” Emiſchicfs and calamities in the world, as that 
it can never be imagined that God would be the 
to author of an inſtitution that ſhou'd be attended 
with ſuch fatal conſequences ; I anſwer, That 
TE {rains Chriſtianity hath never been the mes. 1 — 
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of any of the diſtractions and miſeries that have 
afflicted mankind, ſince its entrance into the 
world; though that which hath been ſubſtitu- 
ted in the room of Chriſtianity too often hath, 
Nothing is more viſible and plain, than that the 
Chriſtian religion is deſigned to calm the paſſi- 
ons, and cure the vices of mankind. And if 
its principles were but duly attended to, and 
its precepts heartily ſubmitted to, Chriſtians 
. would maintain the moſt excellent diſpoſitions, 
and lead the moſt inoffenſive and blameleſs 
lives; and this world would be, what I pleaſe 
myſelf the next world ſhall be, an habitation 
ol righteouſneſs, peace and joy. The perfe- 
ction of the Chriſtian law as to all its moral pre- 
cepts, and important motives, abundantly ju- 
ſtiſies the wiſdom and goodneſs of God in giv- 
ing it; and he is no more anſwerable for men's 
corrupting and abuſing it, and refuſing to act 
agreeable to it, than he is for their abuſing the 
bleſſings of his common Providence, 

Upon a full view therefore of theſe and other 
objections, I think they are capable of a ſatis- 
factory anſwer; and as the evidence for the 
truth and certainty of the Chriſtian religion 
ſtands in full force, I think myſelf bound to re- 
ceive it as a revelation from God, and to regu- 
late my faith, and hope, and practice by it. 

And that I might not be chargeable with 


per. 
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partiality in my regards and attachment to Chri- 
ſtianity, I have not only carefully examined the 
credentials it brings to prove its divine original, 
but I have alſo endeavoured honeſtly to com- 
pare it with other religions that are in the world, 
as far as I am capable of underſtanding and 
judging concerning them ; and this compariſon 
confirms me in the belief of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, and encreaſes my eſteem and value for it. 

Paganiſm carries in it innamerable marks af 
its impiety and falſhood. The number of gods 
it hath introduced, the ſuperſtitions it counte- 
nances, the impure and barbarous rites it war- 
rants and preſcribes, are demonſtrative proofs 
it hatk no foundation in the reaſon and nature 
of things, and cannot be the appointment of, or 
agreeable to the will of God, the ſupreme un- 
changeable purity, wiſdom and goodneſs. 

As to Mahomcætaniſm, tho' it pretends to the 
character of a revelation from God, yet it 


hath all the evident marks of a real impoſture. 


The character of its author appears too ſuſpect - 
ed ever to ſupport the honour of his being a 
meſſenger from God. His diſclaiming miracles 
to atteſt the truth of his miſſion, is a plain ac- 
knowledgment of the weakneſs and falſhoad 
of his pretences. The few wonderſul things 
related of him appear at ſirſt view to be fable 
and romance, His forbidding enquiries into the 
nature 
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nature and principles of his religion, evidently 
ſhews he was conſcious to himſelf that it would 
not bear them. His propagating it by the ſword, 
is proof ſufficient that he knew it would not 
prevail with the weapons of reaſon and argu- 
ment. The falſhoods it contains as to matters 
of fact, demonſtrate the ignorance or wicked- 
nels of its founder. The indulgencies it gives 
to the appetites and ſenſual deſires of men, is 
a ſtrong argument of the badneſs of his own 
inclinations, and ſhews his reſolution to ſacri- 
lice chaſtity and virtue to the more prevalent 
views of ambition and power, Many of his 
precepts are abſurd and ridiculous, and unwor- 
thy the nature of true religion. And La/tl, 
The motives and rewards ſet before men, and 
| promiſed by him to encourage them to embrace 
and continue in his religion, are ſuited only to 
ſuch whoſe minds are oppreſſed with ſenſuality, 
and enſlaved to vice; no way worthy of tht 
known perfections of God, nor any way ſuited 


to the rational ſpiritual nature of man. And 


of conſequence a religion thus defective in its 
evidence, and falfe in its very conſtitution and 
frame, can never be the inſtitution of God, not 
worthy of my reception and belief. 

As to the 7ewy/h religion, tho' this appean 
to have many genuine marks of its being tbe 
appointment of God, yet I find that it could 


not 
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dot io its nature be intended for the religion of 
dme world, becauſe ſeveral of its precepts were 
, J ſuch, as that by far the greateſt part of the 
ot world could not poſſibly comply with them. 
u. It was an inſtitution peculiar to one particular 
SW nation and country, and of conſequence as ſuch 
d- never did or could oblige the reſt of mankind, 
es And as it was calculated for-one peculiar peo- 
ple, ſo it appears to have been conſtituted fur 
na time only; the books themſelves, which con- 
FF tain the accounts of it, intimating that the /cep- | 
UE cr ſhould depart from Judah, that another pra- 
bis her ſhould be raiſed up, like to Moſes, and de- 
or claring that e days ſhould come when God 
would make a new covenant with the houſe of 
Iſiael, and auilh the houſe of Judah, nt accord- 
ing to the cavenant that be made with their {a- 
thers, when he took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt. Beſides this, 
there appear to be various prophecies relating 
to a more excellent and durable (tate of things, 
to commence under the government and reign 
of a particular perſon, foretold in different ages, 
deſcribed by various perſons, as to the time of 
his coming, the place of his birth, the nature 
of his works, his ſufferings and death, his re- 
ſurrection and kingdom, and other remarkable 
events that attended him. And as theſe predio- 
tions and circumſtances do all center in jeſus 
D 2 | Chriſt, 
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Chriſt; I plainly diſcern that Fudai/ is ſo far 
from demanding my ſubmiſſion to it, that it di- 
rects me to JESUS CHRIST, and is accompliſh- 
ed and perfected in him. | 

Upon all thefe accounts, I declare myſelf to 
be a chtiſtian; and am conſcious that I have 
not taken up. the profeſſion of Chriſtianity by 
chance, or in compliance with the cuſtom of 
my country, or merely thro” the force of edu- 
cation: But as my faith is the reſult of a ſeri- 
ous examination and impartial enquiry, and as 
am perſuaded that its pretences to revelation 
and a divine original are ſupported with all 
the ſtrength of argument and proof, that the 
nature of the thing will bear, or a reaſonable 
mind can deſire, I think it both my duty and in- 
tereſt to ſubmit to it as an inſtitution from God. 
And till I can ſce the evidence of it diſprov- 
ed, or the religion of CHRIST itſelf demon- 
{trated to be irrational and abſurd, I am deter- 


mined by the grace of God to hold faſt my 


| profeſſion to the end, ſeeking after the king- 
dom of everlaſting glory by the practice of that 
righteouſneſs which preEpares for and leads to 
it ; in a firm dependence upon the truth of that 
comfortable declaration of JESUS CHRIST, 
That God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſcever believeth in 


him, ſhould noi periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
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2/7 Religion in 1 and of the Ground: aud 
Reaſons of the Gorifiian Religion in parli- 


cular. 


T7H4T a. you underſtand 


Queſt,” 1. 
| by religion ? 


derſtand the performance of all thoſe duties we 
owe io God, to other men, and to ourſelves, 
ariſing from a principle of love to God, and to 
mankind ; or thus: /pure religion, and undefil - 
ed before God, cven the Father, is this; to 

D 4 viſit 


Anſau. By religion, I un- 
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viſit the fatherleſs and widows in their afflicti- 
on, and to keep ourſelves unſpotted from the 
World; to love the Lord our God. with all our 
hearts, and oyr neighbours as ourſelves ; and 
to hive ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this 
preſent world, James i. 27. Mat. xxii. 34. 
40. Tit. ll. 12. 

Queſt 2. What is the rſt principle of all 
relinin ? 

nſw. The firſt and leading principle of all 
religion is, To believe that theie'is a God, the 
Maker of all things, and the ſupreme Governor 
of the world, Heb. xi. 6. 

Qubſt. 3. How des it ayer that dave ira 
Cod? 

Anſw. By the things that are made, it evi- 
dently appears that there is an eternal Power 
and Godhead, a firſt Cauſe, who is moſt pow- 
erful, wiſe and good, Rom. i. 20. 

Queſt, 4. How do you prove that this eter- 
nal Being, this firfl cauſe, is mſi mel, 
aiſe, and good ? 

Anfw. That the oval Being, and firſt 
Cauſe of all things, is poſſeſſed of infinite pow- 
er, wiſdom and goodneſs, appears from the 
effects he has produced; for, ſince we our- 
ſelves, and all other beings, have derived our 
exiſtence, and all the powers we have, from 
him, it is plain, he moſt be poſſeſſed of Al- 

| mighty 
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mighty power; ſince we are endued with rea- 
ſon. and underſtanding, with knowledge and 
wiſdom, he, who made us, mult, of neceſſi- 
ty, be an intelligent Being; and ſince he has 
implanted in us ſuch degrees of perfection, ſuch 
good and virtuous affections, and ſuch capaci- 
ties of happineſs, as we find ourſelves poſſeſſed 
of, we mult conclude, that he is a Being of 
molt perfect goodneſs, P/al. xciv. 10, 11. 

Quelt. 5. Can you give any farther illuſtra- 
tion of this argument? 

| Anſw. When we look up unto the heavens, 
and conſider the ſun, the moon, and the ſtars; 
when we look downwards to the earth, and 
conſider all the conveniences it affords us; when 
we reflect on the ſtructure and frame of our 
own bodies, and when we conſider the varie- 
ty, the order, and harmony that is to be ob- 
ſerved in all theſe, we cannot but diſcern ma- 
ny plain inſtances of deſign and contrivance, of 

Almighty power and overflowing goodnels, E.. 
vii. and xix. 1. 6. and XxXkXiltt. 5. and civ. 24. 

t Wand cxxxix. 14, 15, 16. Aer iy. 17. and 

ni. 25. 28. * 

: Queſt. 6. Hath God made any revelation of 

r 

n 


his will to mankind ? 

Anſau. Beſides the light of nature, which he 
bath afforded unto all men, he hath at ſundry. 
times, and in dfyers manners, ſpoken, in times 
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paſt, unto the fathers by the prophets, and, in 
theſe laſt days, he hath ſpoken unto us by his 
Son, Rom. ii. 14. Heb. i. 1, 2. 

Queſt. 7. What do you under/land by the 
- light of nature? | 

Anſw. By the light of nature, J underſtand 
that ſenſe of moral good and evil, which God 
hath implanted in our minds; and that reaſon 
and underſtanding he hath given us, by which 
be made himſelf known to us, and ſhewed us 
what is good, and what he hath required of us, 

Queſt, 8. What need was there of any other 
revelation beſides the light of nature ? 
 Anfw. The neceſſity of another revelation, 
beſides the light of nature, ariſes from this : 
that mankind, in every age had greatly corrupt- 
ed their ways; they ſoon ſunk into idolatry and 
groſs. ignorance concerning God and religion, 
and, in proceſs of time, had abuſed the natural 
light that God had given them, ſo far as almoſt 
to extinguiſh it, which rendered a divine revela- 
tion highly needful and expedient ; and there- 
fore God, in his great compaſhon to mankind, 
was graciouſly pleaſed to ſend them prophets 
from time to time, to inſtruct them in religion, 
and reſorm their lives; and at length, ſent his 
own Son into the world, to publiſh by himſelf 
and his apoſtles, the laſt and moſt perfect re- 
yelation of his will, that he intended to make; 

| and 
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and which might be of ſtanding and general uſe 


to all nations, and all ages of the world, Gen, 


vi. 5. Acts xvii. 22.-—31. Rom. i. 21, 22. 
Eph. iv. 17, 18, 19. 


Quelt. 9. How doth it appear "that the pro- 


phets of 1 and, in theſe laſt days, Feſus Chriſt 


and his apeſiles, were ſent by God, to reveal his 


avill to the world ? 

Anſau. It appears that they were ſent of God 
by the doctrines they taught, the miracles they 
worked, and the Spirit of prophecy that was 
in them. 

Queſt. 10. What war the nature of the dece 
trines they taught ? 

Anſw. The doctrines they taught, were ſuch 
as were every way worthy of God, being fitted 
to promote the cauſe of virtue and true religi- 
on, and thereby the happineſs of mankind, and 
for this we need only to appeal to the doctrines 
themſelves, as they are contained in the books 
of the Old and New Teſtaments. F/ al. xix. 
7.11. Luke iv. 22. Jahn vii. 46. Phil. iii. 8. 

Quelt. 11. How dies this prove, that a per- 
ſen, who teaches ſuch doctrines is ſent of God? 

Anfw. This alone does not prove a perſon to 
be ſent of God, but is only a necẽſſary qualiſi- 
cation in one who pretends to be ſo; and with- 
out which, all the miracles in the world are 
not a ſufficient evidence to prove a div ine mifſion, 


. 
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Queſt, 12. You faid that the ancient propheti, 
and Feſus Chriſt with bis apoſtles, proved that 
they were ſent of God by the miracles the 'Y 
ewrought, tell me, N hat 2 you ee by 
a miracle! 

Auſau. By a miracle, I anderſtand an unu- 
ſual and extraordinary work done by a man, or 
at his deſire, or in his favour, which yet ex- 
ceeds all the art or power of men to do of 
themſelves. 

Queſt. 13. hat were the miracles which 
Moſes, an the prophets, Chriſt and his apo- 
files, did work, to prove their divine miſſion ? 

Anſeu. They performed a great number of 
miraclcs of various kinds, ſuch as were the ſigns 
and wonders that Maſet did in the preſence of 
Pharaoh, and the Egyptians his opening a 
paſſage through the Red-ſea for the /raclites ; 
Joſhua doing the like in the river 7ordan ; the 
walls of erich falling down, without any force 
laid againſt them, after they had been encom- 
paſſed about ſeven days; with ſeveral other in- 
terpoſitions of divine providence in favour of 
that people, that are recorded in the hiſtory of 
the Old Teſtament. But the miracles that were 
done by Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles exceeded 
all that had ever been done before them; for 
our Lord cauſed the blind to receive their ſight, 
he lame to walk, che lepers to be — 
| the 
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the deaf to hear, the dumb to ſpeak, the dead 
to be raiſed; at one time he fed four thouſand 


men, beſides women and. children, with ſeven 
loaves and a few little ſiſhes, and they did, 


all eat, and were filled, and 'they took up of 
the broken meat that was left ſeven baſkets 
full; at another time, he fed five thouſand 
men, beſides women and children, with five 
loaves and two fiſhes, and' they alſo did all eat 
and were filled, and they took up of the frag- 
ments that remained twelve baſkets full: he 
commanded the winds and the ſeas, and they. 
obeyed him; he walked upon the water, and 
enabled Peter, one of his diſciples, to do the 
like; and, after he had. been eteciſied by hr 
enemies, he roſe again from the dead on the 


third day, and at the end of forty days, he a- 


ſcended up into heaven, in a glorious trium- 
phant manner, in the preſence of his diſciples; 


and, ſoon after that, he pouted forth on his 


diſciples, according to his promiſe, the gift of 
the holy Ghoſt, ſo that they ſpake diſtinctly in 
all kinds of languages, without any previous in- 
ſtruction, they performed all the ſame ſorts of 
miracles that Chriſt had done, beſide divers o- 
ther gifts of the Spirit, with which they were 
endued ; and many of thoſe miracles were 
worked by the bare ſpeaking of a word, and 


{ome of them at a diſtance. Exod. in "an: | 


places 
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places. P/al. cv. 26.—36. and cvi. 9, 10, 
11. Foſh. ii, 14 17. and vi 20, Mat. xi. 
5. and xiv. 15—21, and xv. 32—38. and 
viii. 23—27. and xiv. 22—33. and xxvii and 
xxviii Chapters, Ars ii. 1 — 12. John xiv, 
12. 1 Cor. xii. 411. 

Queſt. 14. But how do miracles prove that 
the perſon who works them is ſent of God, ſince 
nue find that the magicians of Egypt worked mi- 
racles, at leaſt what appeared ſuch to the ſpecta- 
tors, which is in effect, the ſame thing; and 
Simon Magus did ſuch ſurpriſing works, ar 
made the people of Samaria believe that he aba 
the great power of God ? Exod, vii. 11, 12. 
Acts viii. 9, 10, 11. 4, 5 
' Anfw. Miracles alone, and without any o- 


ther conſideration, are not a ſufficient evidence 


of a divine miſſion, but the nature and tenden 
cy of the doctrines which the man who per- 
forms the miracles teaches, muſt alſo be taken 
into the argument; and then, if, upon enqui- 
ry, it appears he tcaches ſuch doctrines as are 
uſeful to promote the happineſs of mankind, 
and worthy of a wiſe and good God to declare 
and publiſh to the world, it is reaſonable to be- 
heve that his miracles are done by the aſſiſtance 
either of God himſelf, or ſome good angel at 
his command, which is the ſame thing in effect; 
and conſequently, that he has a divine com- 
8 miſſion 
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miſſion, and ſpeaks and acts in the name of God: 
but if his doctrines appear to be unworthy of the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God ; if they be ab- 
ſurd, inconſiſtent, or trifling; eſpecially, if they 
be of a pernicious tendency to the cauſe of vir- 
tue, we may conclude, that he is but a deceiy- 
er and impoſtor, and runs without being ſent. 
But if he pretends to no divine miſſion himſelf, 
nor teaches any doctrines at all, but only works 
miracles, in oppoſition to thoſe, who do, we 
are ſtill to have recourſe to the doctrines that 
are taught by him who pretends to be a di- 
vine melſenger, which, if they appear to be 

worthy of God, are a ſufficient vindication of 
his pretenſions, notwithſtanding the miracles 
worked in oppoſition to him ; for in this caſe, 
ſuch mirac'es being done to oppoſe a wiſe and 
good deſign, it is reaſonable to believe they 
are performed by the aſſiſtance of evil ſpirits ; 
and, that the other being done with deſign 
to advance the happineſs of men, and the glo- 
ry of God, are performed by a divine aſſiſt- 
ance; though in ſuch caſes, whenever they hap- 
pen, the Almighty God, ſuch is his goodnets, 
has always taken care, that the true prophet 
ſhould be able, by the fuperior multitude, or 
greatneſs of his miracles, above thoſe of the 
other, to vindicate his divine miſhon, as was 
nelly done in the caſes referred to in the que · 

| ſtion 
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ſhon. And by theſe marks may we always di- 


{tinguiſh between the miracles of God's meſſen- 
gers, and thoſe that are at any time done by 


falſe prophets. Deut. xüi. 1, 2, 3. Jahn vii. 


16. and xiv. 10. 

- Quelt, 15. You ſeem by this method of argu- 
ing, to prove the truth of the prophet's didtrines 
by his miracles ; and the truth of his miracles 
by hir-dattrines ; "which every one muſt allow 
to be a falſe and deceitful way of reaſoning ; 
How do you anſwer r N againſt your 
argument ? 


' Anfw. 1 do not prove the truth of a pro- | 


phet's doctrines by his miracles, and the truth 


of his miracles by his doctrines; but I only 
conlider the excellency of his doarines as a ne- 
ceſſary circumſtance or condition, without which 
all the miracles in the world could not prove a 


divine miſhon, and with which his miracles are 


a proof, not properly of the truth of his doc- 


trines,” but rather of his divine miſſion, which 
being once proved, the truth of his dodrines 
maſt follow in courſe. 


Queſt. 16. You aid, That the- -antient pro- | 
Phet , and Teſus Chrift, and his apoſiles, did 
likewiſe prove their divine miffion by the Spirit 


of prophecy ; tell me, What de you underſtand 
by-a Spirit of prophecy ? 


bet gk By a Spirit of 1 I underſtand - 


a power 


Mn. 
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a power of foretelling, certainly and infallibly, 
ſuch future events as men of themſelves cannot' 
ſoreſce. 

Queſt. 17. How det a Spirit of prophecy 
drove a divine miſſion ? 

Anſw. A Spirit of prophecy proves a divine 
miſſion in the ſame manner as miracles do; that 
is not by itſelf alone, nor even if miracles were 
joined with it, but by taking into conſideration 
the doctrines that are taught by him who pre- 
tends to ſuch a gift; and if it appear that a 
perſon pretending a divine miſſion, teaches ſuch: 
doctrines as are worthy of God, and foretells 
ſuch things as no man could of himſelf foreſee, 
and the events anſwer the prediction, then it is 
reaſonable to believe, that his prophetic gift is 
from God, and conſequently, that he i is ſent 
by him. 

Quelt. 18. Did Moſes and the propbets, Je- 
ſus Chriſt and this apaſiles, foretel ſuch ſuture 


events as men of themſelves could not foreſee? 

Anſw. Yes they foretold a great many fu- 
ture events of importance to the world, and ſuch 
as no man could have foretold without a Spirit 


of prophecy; the molt of which accordingly 
came to paſs, and ſome are yet to be fulfilled, 
Rev, xix. 10. | 

Quelt, 19. Car ru rehearſe ſome of ge 
things they foretold ? 
Anfuo, 
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 Anſfw, Moſes: and the ancient prophets fore- 
told many things relating to the various turns 
of proſperity and adverſity, the captivities, diſ- 


perſions, and reſtorations, that the Jeuiſh na- 


tion ſhould meet with : they foretold the com- 
ing of the Meſſab, and all the circumſtanees of 
his appearance in the world ; they give us live- 
ly deſcriptions of his perſon and offices, his ſuf- 
rin s and the glory that ſhould follow, and 
the ſucceſs and propagation of his goſpel. Je- 


ſus Chriſi foretold his own death; the manner 


and circumltances of it; his reſurrection from 
the dead on the third day; his aſcenſion into 
heaven; the miraculous. gifts of the Spirit be- 
ſtowed on the apoſtles ; the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem, with all the particular circumſtances 


of it; the diſperſion of the Jeu through al 


nations; the ſucceſs and propagation of his goſ- 
pe}, and the efficacy it ſhould have for the con- 
verſion and reformation of the world. The 
apoſtles foretold, that errors, ſects, and ſchiſms, 
ſhould ariſe in the Chriſtian church ; and parti- 
cularly that a grand apoſtacy from the purity of 
the Chriſtian faith, worſkip, and obedience, 
ſhould happen in the latter times; that a cer- 
tain ſpiritual tyranny ſhould be erected over the 
minds and conſciences of men, which ſhould 
prevail for a long time, but at length be bro- 
ken and deſtroyed : this is the principal 3 
. a 
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of the revelation of John. They foretel the 
converſion of the Fenvs to the faith of Chriſt, 
and with that the coming in of the ſulneſs of 
the Gentiles ; when the whole world ſhall be 
enlightened with the knowledge of the true 
God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, Now all 
theſe are things of a very contingent nature, 
and ſuch as no man could certainly foreſee of 
himſelf; all of them that rclate to the times 
already paſt, have been exactly fulfilled, as ap- 
pears both from the ſacred and civil hiſtory, 
and thoſe that are yet to be accompliſhed, as 
we have reaſon to believe they (ball be fulfilled 
in their ſeaſon; ſo, when they are, they will 
be a farther confirmation of the truth of the 
goſpel, Gen, xlix, 10. Deut. Xviil, 15.— 
19. and xxvii throughout. P/al. ii, xvi. xxii. 
Ixxxix. cx. Iſa. vii. 14, and ix. 6, 7, and xi 
and xii entire. And xl. 3. and xlii. 1 4. 
xliv. 28. and xlv. in ſeveral places; and Jii, hi, 
liv Chapters, and lv. and Ixi. 1, 2, 3. Ferem. 
Daniel, and the Goſpels, Aci, Epiſtles, Reve- 


lations. | 


| Queſt. 20. What In the ſum of what has been 


faid concerning the progſi of divine revelation ? 


Anſw. The ſum of what has been ſaid is 
this: Moſes and the prophets appeared in the 
world as the meſſengers of God, to the eur 
of old, to reveal his will to them, and * : 
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them in the knowledge of the true God and 
his laws; 7e/us Chriſt came into the world as 
the Son of God, to publiſh the laſt and moſt 
perfect dif penſation of religion that God intend- 
: ed to make; and the apoſtles were ſent by him 
\ l tobe his witneſſes to the ends of the earth, and 


vi to preach repentance for the remiſſion of ſins in 


| his name, among all nations, and teaching them 


all theſe did teach moſt excellent doctrines, ſach 
as were worthy of God, and uſeful to promote 
1. the happineſs of mankind; and to confirm their 

- - _ divine miſſion according to their ſeveral charac- 
ters, they did ſuch works as far exceeded all 


1 human art and power, and foretold many fu- 
ture events, which none could foreſee but God, 
7 and which accordingly came to paſs; and there- 
I fore there is all the reaſon in the world to re- 


as divine revelations, ' _ 
Queſt, 21. But hero deer it appear to us that 
the ancient prophets, and Feſus Chrift and bis 
apſtlet, did really teach ſuch doctrines as are 
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evorks, and feretel the future events that are 
reported of them ? 


Quelt. 22. But how does it appear to us that 
theſe 


Et, to obſerve all things that he had commanded; 


ceive them as true prophets, and their doctrines 


iS KM« n „ . — 


aſcribed to them, and perform the miraculous 


Anſiu. Theſe things are all recorded in vrit · 
ing in the books of the Old and New Teſtament, ' 
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theſe books contain a true and authentic hiſtory ? 
Anſw. Becaule they were written by men 
who had all the qualifications of true and cre- 
dible hiſtorians in the moſt eminent degree. 
Quelt, 23. 1Vhat are theſe qualifications that 
render an hiſtorian worthy of credit? 
Anſw. The principal qualifications of a true 
hiſtorian, are, ability to know and judge of the 


truth of what he reports, and integrity to write 


nothing as true, but whiat he ſincerely believes 
to be ſo; here ver thoſe qualifications are found 
they render an hiſtorian highly worthy of credit. 

Quelt. 24. How does it appear that the ſa- 
cred hiſtorians had ſufficient ability to knw and 
judge of the truth of what they have reported ? 

Anſw. Becauſe they teltify what they them- 


ſelves were eye and ear-witnefles of; what their 


eyes ſaw, their ears heard, and their hands 
handled ; what required no great penetration 
to judge of, and therefore they were in no dan- 
ger of being deceived, or impoſed on them» 
ſelves. John xx. 1 John i. 2. 2 Pet. i. 16. 
Quelt. 25. How does their integrity appear? 
Anſw. Their integrity and faithfulneſs, in 
relating nothing but what they ſincerely believ- 
ed to be true, appears from hence, that there 
was no appearance of a falſe and deceitful diſ- 
polition in them; nothing like fraud, or deſign 
to impoſe upon the world is to be ſeen in their 
8 5 hiſtory 
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hiſtory; nor could they have propoſed any ad- 
vantage to themſelves by giving a falſe teſtimo- 
ny; they ſuffered many grievous hardſhips, and 
expoſed themſelves to many dangers in publth- 


ing their teſtimony to the world; and they were 


ready to lay down their lives in confirmation of 
it; and many of them were actually put to 
death on that ſcore, and ſuffered with invinct- 
ble courage and reſolution, and with the great. 

eſt meekneſs, patience, and forgiveneis ; and 
they knew before-hand that they were to meet 
with this kind of treatment from the world, 

for declaring their teſtimony, and publiſhing the 
will of God, and yet engaged in it, a plain e- 

vidence that they did not follow cunningly de- 

viſed fables; that they were no cheats and im- 

poſtors, but the true prophets, and ſervants, 
and apoſtles of the living God, who declared 
unto men the way of ſalvation. 

Queſt. 26. Can you produce any farther e. 
vidence of the truth of the ſacts recorded in the 


; facred hiſtory ? 


Anſw. There is this farther to be ſaid of the 
trath of the facts, that there is nothing incredible 
in them; nothing but what is very piobable, ard 
likely enough to be true; and the circumſtances 
of them are ſuch, as make it morally impoſſible 
that they could have been impoſed on the world 
as real — if they had not, indeed, been ſo. 


Que t. 
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Queſt. 27. What are theſe circumſlances ? 
Auſau. The miracles and other facts related 

in this hiſtory, are reported to have been ſo ma- 

ny, and various, done in ſuch a public manner, 
before ſo many ſpectators, and upon ſo many 
different occaſions, that if they had not really 
been done, the hiſtory of them could never 
have been received in the world. Deut. vii. 


18, 19, and xi. 2.— 7. Ads ii. 22. and xxvi. 26. 


Queſt. 28. Can you explain what you ſay by 

an inſtance ? | 
Anſw. Meſes (for inſtance) could never have 
made the children of //rae/ believe that he led 
them through the Red-Sea, as on dry land; 
that God ſpake to them from mount Sinai, and 
gave them a law in a molt aſtoniſhing manner ;_ 
and that he led them in the wilderneſs for the 
ſpace of forty years, ſupporting them by daily 
miracles, if theſe things had not been really 
done; nor could 7o/hua have made them be- 
leve that they were brought through the river 
Jordan as on dry land; and that the walls of 
Jericho fell down, withont any force laid a- 
gain(t them, after they had been encompaſſed 
about ſeven days, if no ſuch things had been 
done; for it is impoſſible to make men believe 
that they ſee, or hear, what they know very 
well they neither ſee nor 8888 and what, in 
* 
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reality, was never either ſpoken or done, 7%. 
xxiv. I, 13. | 
Quelt. 29. How 45 you apply this way of 
reaſoning to Feſus Chriſt and his apsſiles ? 
Anfav, This way of realoning may be appli- 
ed to Chriſt and his apoſtles, thus: it is impoſ- 


ſible that 7e/us Chriſi and his apoſtles, could 


have made men believe that they cured them 
of their ſeveral diſtempers, and bodily ipfir- 
mities, by the ſpeaking of a word, and ſome- 
times, at a diſtance, if no ſuch things had real- 
ly been done, but they had ſtill been under the 
power of their diſtempers; it is impoſſible that 
they could have perſuaded others that they 
were raiſed from the dead, and actually reſtored 
to life, if they had been ſlill in their graves; 
nor was it poſſible to have perſuaded the mul- 
titudes, who were ſpectators of all theſe things, 
that they ſaw them, and many. other wonder- 
ful works done by Chri/t and his. apoltles, if 
yet no ſuch things had been done at all; tor 
mankind was never, in any age, fo fooliſhly cre- 
dulous, as to believe ſuch ſtrange and ſurpriz- 
ing things without the lealt foundation. Mat. 
i. 4s 5. 2 Gor. Xu. 12. 

Queſt. 30. hat yu have Aid proves the 
truth of the /atts recorded in the ſcripture: bi- 
ſtory, fo far as relates to miracles ; but Jeſus 
Chriſt, the author of the Chriſtian religion, and 

; | ths 
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the great ſubject of the New Te frament-biftory, 
delrvered ſeveral long diſcourſes and parables in 
the hearing of his at ſcipler, which, they likewije 


relate in this hiſtory; and in theſe diſcourſes and 


parables there are ſeveral things, which, they 


themſelves confeſs, they did not truly underſtand 
at the time they heard them; and beſides, they 
were unlearned men, and were ſometimes char y- 
ed by Chriſt himſelf with being dull, amd fin 
of underſtanding ; and they have alſo written 
ſeveral epiſtles, in which they attempt to ex- 


plain, confirm, and vindicate the Chriſtian dec- 


trines : nw how do we know, and what rea- 
fon have we to believe, that thoſe mer. have 2 
en us a true and faithful narrative of theſe di/- 

courſes and parables, and a juft account of the 


Chriflian doctrines and laws in their hiſtarics 


and epiſtles ? | 

Anſw. Jeſus Chriſt promiſed to them before 
he left them, that, after his aſcenſion, the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, the Spirit of God ſhould deſcend up- 
on them, to lead them into all truth, to bring 
all things to their remembrance that they had 


| Bheard from him, and to furniſh them with all 


other gifts, neceſſary to qualify them to be his 


witneſſes to the ends of the earth, and the pu- 


* Wbliſhers of his religion to the world, Now this 
accordingly came to paſs at the feaſt of Pente- 
Yeo? that firlt happened after his reſurrection ; 

E. when 
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When they were all filled with the holy Ghoſt 


and ſpake with other tongues, than what the) 


| 


{ 


had been acquainted with before, as the SpirifſÞ 


gave them utterance ; and had alſo many othe 


extraordinary and miraculous gifts beſtowed o 


them, with a power of communicating ſome «ff 


theſe gifts to other members of the churches, c 
whom they ſhould lay their hands for that end 
which they accordingly did, whereſoever the 
planted a church. Now, by thefe extraord 
nary and miraculous gifts of the Spirit, wen 
they fitted truly and faithfully to report wh: 
they had heard and learned from Chriſt, and tc 
give the world, both in their preaching and writ 
ing, a juſt and full account of the Chriſtian reli 


gion. Jahn xiv. 12, 25, 26. and xv. 26 


27. and xvi. 7 13. Ads i. 1-12, and 5. 32 
I Cor, xii. 411. 8 

Queſt. 31. ¶ hat you have hitherto ſaid prot: 
abundantly that the hiſtory of thoſe facts coul 
gt have been forged at the time they are ſaid! 


have been done in: but how do aue kmow but af 


theſe things might have been invented by 'cu 
ning and deſigning men, and put together in 
an hiſtory, ſuch as we now hare it, ſome diſtant 
of time aſter the fatts are ſuppoſed to have be 
done? | | 
Anfw, This could not have been done bt 
cauſe the circumſtances of time ard place 2 
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Wet down in the hiſtory, and the ſucceſs with 


hewhich the goſpel was attended, immediately 
piriſÞfter its general publication, whereby it is ma- 
theſhifeſt that the principal facts, recorded in this 
10 Riſtory, mnſt have happened in the land of Ju- 


ſea, the city of Feruſalem, at the feaſts of the 
aſſover and Pentecoſt, when Tiberius Cae/ar, 
as Emperor of Rome, and when Pontius Pi- 
ate was governor of Zudea ; before which time 
here were no Chriſtians in the world, but have 
Peen ever ſince; which things are alſo atteſted 
y the concurrent teſtimony of other hiſtorians, 
ho write of thoſe times, particularly Sueto- 
ius *, Tacitus}, and Joſephus t, who take 
i Potice in their ſeveral hiſtories, of a certain pere 
on called Crit, who had been put to death 
n 7adea, in the reign of Tiberius Caeſar ; and 


Sho had been reading through ſeveral parts 
Wt the Roman Empire from that time. 

This is farther confirmed from this conſide- 
ation, that the books wherein this hiſtory is 
ontained, were written molt of them, by ſome 
the apoſfles themſelves,” and the reſt by men 
ho were their conſtant companions and fellows 


In his life of Claudius, Chap. 25. 
+ Book XV. Of his annals, EA: 

I Antiquities, Book XVIII. 
0 | E 2 labourers 


f a ſe& of people called Chriſtians from him, 
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bad been compiled by the Authors'themlſelves 


that Chriſtians made for the truth of the golpe | 


of the fats recorded in them, had been don 


gery could not, in this caſe, have been imp 


labourers, and who alſo were endued with th 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit; they weiß 
ſeveral of them preſerved, for. a confiderabl 
time, in the very ſirſt draught of them, as the 


and were appealed to as extant, by Tertullia 
who wrote in the latter end of the Second Ce 
zury ; they were early tranſlated into vario 
languages, and copies of them, both in the 
original language and tranſlations, were diſperſ 
every where, throughout all the churches 
and even the enemies of Chriſtianity had the 
in their hands: they were quoted in ſermo 
and other writings, particularly in the apologie 


c 
and even in the books that were written agait 
it by its enemies: all theſe things make it 
bundantly manifeſt that theſe books were en 
tant, and publicly known very ſoon after ſon 


1 


and while they were ſtill freſh in the memori 
of men, and in the very time when others 
them were a doing, and therefore could n 
be a forgery ſome diſtance of time after ti 
facts are ſuppoſed to have been done. 

To which may be added, that ſuch a fot 


Ic 
0 


ed on the world, becauſe publie monumen 


were {ct up, and outward actions were pe 
0 form 
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ormed in memory of ſome of the moſt remark- 
ole of theſe facts, which monuments, actions, 
ablahnd obſervances, were inſtituted, and did com- 
ence from the very time when the facts are 
id to have been done, and have been obſerved 
the Chriſtian world ever ſince. The monus 
nents and actions I mean are baptiſm, as a rite 
f being enter'd into the Chriſtian church; the 
J.ord's-ſupper in memory of his death; the aſ- 
bling of Chriſtians for public worſhip on the 
iſt day of the week, in memory of his reſur- 
ion; and the order of Paſtors and Teach- 
rs to preſide in theſe aſſemblics. Now let us 

piippoſe that the whole hiſtory of the goſpel had 
olpeReen a mere fiction, invented ſome time after 
gaulhe fats recorded in it are ſaid to have been 
eit None, then ſurely, at the time when it was firit 
Svented, there muſt have been no Chriſtians 
the world, no ſuch monuments as the Lord's- 
Spper, and the Lord's-day, no ſuch inſtituti- 
moris as baptiſm, and the order of teachers; ar d 
ers t the hiſtory ſuppoſes theſe to have been in- 
d nGtated, and the obſervance of them to have 
er Wmmenced from the very time when the facts 
e ſaid to have happened. Now this mult diſ- 
oer the fraud, and give the lye to the whole 
dry; the truth whereof is laid upon {ſuch pu- 
umenſſſe outward actions, having been obſerved 
e peſſom the time in which the facts are ſaid to have”. 
form "8 been 


lations to mankind, as is abundantly full and 


purpoſes of a divine revelation. Luke i. 4 


began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was after 


ſhort method with the Dei s. 
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been done, and therefore muſt render it mor 
ally impoſſible that ſuch an invention ſhoul: 
have been received in the world; and the ſame 
remark will ſerve ſor the Meſaical diſpenſati- 
on which had far more obſervances of this kind 
than the Chriſtian *. 

Queſt. 32. Fer auhat end were all the 
things committed do writing ? 

Anſ. Theſe things were writen, that know 
ing the certainty of them, we might belicy 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and 
that believing we might have life through his 
name., And the books wherein they are con 
tained give us ſuch an account of God's reve 


plain, and every way ſufficient to anſwer all thi 


John xx. 31. Jahn xv. 15. Ati xx. 2 
2 Cor. iii. 12. and iv. 2, 3» 4+ 2 Tim. iii. 15 
16. 

Queſt. 33. What is the danger of rejedin 
er diſobeying the gaſpel-revelation ? © | 

Arnſww, He that believeth not on the Son e 
God ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of Gol 
abideth on him; for how ſhall we eſcape if ut 
negle ſo great a ſalvation, which, at the fir 


„see this argument more fully treated in * 


SY SORE Tim, a IE 1 


| ward 


* 
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; wards confirmed unto the world by them that 


heard him? God alſo bearing them witneſs, 
with ſigns and wonders, and divers miracles, 
and gifis of the holy Ghoſt, according to dis 
own will. John in. 36. Heb. ii. 3, 4. 

Queſt. 34. For what end were all theſe re- 
velations made to mankind ? 
beſe Anſw. All theſe revelations were made to 
the world chiefly for this end, to teach men 


o how they might obtain the favour of God, and 
eVy and in what manner they ſhonld live in this 
— world, ſo as they might be uſeful and ſervice- 
-- bid 


able in it, and be qualified for the enjoyment 
IF of eternal life and happlnefs in the world to 


come, 2 Tim, ii. 15, 16. 1 They, iv. 1. 


PART 1. 
Of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 


Queſt, x. HAT are the principal ar- 
Na y \ ticles of the Chr ian faith ? 
Anſw. The principal articles of the Chriſtian 
faith, are briefly ſumm'd up in what is com- 
| monly called the apoſtles creed, namely, I be- 
lieve in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 
Heaven and Earth: And in Feſus Chriſt his 
only Sen, our Lord, who way conceived by the 
E 4 e IP 


2 — 


— 


4 
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rr 


under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 


Concerning the pardon of ſin. And, the ſixth, 


cadſe of all things, the ſelf- exiſtent, indepen 
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Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, ſuffered 


buried; he deſcended into hell, [that is, he 
went into the inviſible would] 1he third day he 
reſe again from the dead, He aſcended int 
Heaven, amd fitteth at the right hand of God, 
the Father Alnighty ; from thence he [hall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. Ibelieve in the 
Holy Ghoſt; I believe there is a holy cathslicÞ, 
church, and a communion of ſaints; I believe 
the forgiveneſi of fins; the reſurrection of 
25 dy, and the life everlaſting, Ame. 

Quell, 2. {nts how many paris may this creed 
be divided ? pres | 

An/w. It may be divided into fix parts; the 
h:{t whereof treats concerning God, and his 
woiks of creation and providence, The ſecond 
concerning 7e/us Chri/t, and our redemption 
by lin. The third concerning the Holy 
Ghoſt. The fourth concerning the church of 
Ehriſt, and the communion of ſaints. The ſiſth 


Cvnceriing the reſurrection and a future ſtate. 
Quelt, 3. You ſay the firſt part of this creed 
'reats of God, and his warks of creation and 
providence, tell me, What do the ſcriptures teach 
concerning C? | 
iſm. Concerning God, who is the firlt 


dent, 


2 . N . — J Le — "mn 


* 
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dent, and infinitely perfect Being, and in many 
reſpects incomprehenſible by us, the ſcriptures 
do exprelly teach us, that he is eternal and un- 
e changeable, that he is a Spirit, that is, A liv- 
ing and intelligent Being ; that though he be 
inviſible by mortal eyes; yet he is every where 
e preſent, and knows all things; that he is moſt 

e powerful, wiſe and good; moſt juſt and holy, 
lie and faithful; merciful and gracious, long-ſuf- 
de fering, and flow to wrath ; and that there is but 
ef lone G. I, and none other but he. Exod. ii. 14. 
.. xi. 33.— 36. Phal. xc. 2. Jam. i. 17. 
ed Nabu iv. 24. Acts xvii. 29. 1 Tim. i. 17. and 
i. 16. Pſ. exxxix. 1. 12. Fer. xxiii. 23, 
24. 1 Sam. ii. 3. 1 Jobn iu. 20. Matth. xix. 
26. Pſalm cv. 24. and cxlv. 8, 9, 17. Kev. 
v. 8. and xv. 3, 4. Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. and 
3. Deut. vi. 4. Mark xi. 19. 1 Cor. vii. 6, 
oly Queſt. 4. What ds the ſcriptures teach us con- 

ning the works of creation and providence ? 
Anſw. The ſcriptures teach us, That God 
«Wh: the Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of all 
ings ; that he made the world, the heavens 
nd the earth, and all things that are in them, 
ible and inviſible ; that he preſerves them all, 
cach ad governs the whole univerſe with the moſt 
erfect wiſdom and goodneſs, Cen. i. 1. and 
fl. 1. Nebem. ix. 6. Pſalm xxxvi. 6. and 
PEN iv, 2% Dan. iv. 34, 35. As iv. 24. and 
E 5 xiv. | 


3 * 4 


* 
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xiy 17. and xvii. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. 

| Queſt. 5. What do the ſeriptures teach con. 
cerning the creation of” mankind ? . 

Anfau. The ſcriptures teach us, That God 
created man in his own image; that he creat- 
ed them male and female, one of each ſex; 
and, That he hath made of that one blood, all 
rations of men to duell on all the face of th 
earth, Gen i. 27. Acts xvii. 26. 

Queſt. 6. What do you under/land by the i. 
mage of God, in which man was created? 

. By the image of God, in which mat 
was created, I underſtand every thing where 
man bears a reſemblance to the deity ; particu- 
larly that reaſon and underſtanding, that wil 
dom and knowledge, thoſe virtuous and goot 
diſpoſitions, thoſe kind and benevolent affedi 
ons, which God hath implanted in the huma 
nature, (which is the work of the law, writte 
in our hearts) and the immortality of the ſoul 
together with that power and domimon over t 


— 6 


| 

inferior creatures, which he has communicate 
to mankind. Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 10. Fag. 
vii. 29. Cen. i. 26. ( 
Queſt. 7. Did mankind ſtill continne in th | 

* 


ate of innocence and integrity in which C. 
firſt created them ? 


Anſab. No. Though God made man t : 
ne 
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right, yet they ſought out many inventions, 
n-| they greatly corrupred their ways, and all have 
ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God. 
od Ecclef. vii. 29. Rom. iii. 24. 
at- Queſt. 8. You ſaid that the ſecond part of 
x: the creed treats of Fefus Chriſt, and our re- 
4 demption by him ; tell me, What do the Scrip- 
they Tures teach concerning him? 
| Anfw. Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Scriptures 
teach us, That he is the Son of the living God; 
0 the only begotten of the Father, the brightneſs 
maul of his glory, and the exprefs image of his per- 
rei ſon ; who had glory with him before the world 
: was, and was in the form of God : that he is 
the word or wiſdom of God, who was in the 
beginning with God, and was God, by whom 
all things were made. and without whom no- 
thing was made that was made. That for us 
men, and for our ſalvation, he came down from 
heaven, was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, 
laying aſide the form of God, and taking upon 
him the form of a ſervant, and the faſhion of a 
man, That he was [mmanuel, God with us, 
God manifeſted in the fleſh, that it pleaſed the 
Father that in him ſhould all folgeſt dwell, e- 
ven all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily; and, 
that he'is over all, God, bleſſed for ever, Mat. 
xvi. 16. ad i. 18. Heb, i. 2. John xvii. 5. 
ig Philip. I, 6. Jab i. 1, 2, 3. and ui, 13. and 
F. 6 


. 
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i. 14. PA. I. 7. 7 vii. 14. Matth. i. 
23. 1 Tim. in. 16. Golf. i. 19. and ii. 9. 

Hom. ix 5. | 
Queſt. 9. How did Feſus Chriſt bring abut 
the redemption of mankind ?9> (>a 3 
Anfw. Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, hav- 
ing condeſcended to come into the world, in 
order to redeem mankind from fin and miſery, 
was miraculouſly born of a virgin, by the influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghoſt, became a man, took 
part of fleſh and blood, and was ſubject to all 
the innocent infirmities of the human nature, 
having been in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet :vithoux fin ; and did in our nature become 
Mediator between God and man, and as ſuch 
undertook the three-fold office of prophet, 
prieſt, and king; in the execution of which he 
fully accompliſhed our redemption from fin, and 
the fatal conſequences of it, Heb. x. 7. Phil, 
ii. 6, 7. Matth. i. 18. 20. 23. Luke i. 35. 
Heb. ii. 14. 17, 18. and iv. 15. 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
Act. iii. 22. Heb. v. 5. 10. and vi. 20. Lute 
i. 32, 33. Ads v. 31. Mat. xxviii. 18. John 

Xvlit. 36. Rev. xix. 16. 

Queſt. 10. How did Jeſus Chriſt execute 
theſe three offices, of prophet, prieſt, and king ? 
Anſw. Jeſus Chriſt, as a prophet, and prieſt, 
gave us a full and complete revelation of the 
whole will and counſel of God, relating to the 
8 2 redmpii- 


»- 
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redemption and ſalvation of mankind; and a 
molt perfect example of holineſs and virtue in 
his own life; he laid down his life in confirma- 
tion al his doctrine and teſtimony, and as a ſa- 
crifice for fin; he became obedient to death, 
even the death of the croſs. He roſe again 
from the dead on the third day, aſcended into 
the heavens, there to preſent himſelf an offer- 
ing unto God, of a ſweet ſmelling-ſavour, and 
to appear in the preſence of God for us, as our 
advocate, and interceſſor, where he ever lives, 
making interceſſion for us. And as a king, he 
isexalted at the right hand of the Majeſty in the 
heavens, a Prince, and a Saviour, to give re- 
pentance and remithon of fins : he has all power 
in heaven and in earth committed unto him, and 
is conſtituted the Head and King of the church, 
and ordained of God to be the Judge of quick 
and the dead. Jahn xvii. 6. 8. 14. 26. and 
xv. 15. and xiii. 15. Malib. xxvi. 28. Eph. 
v. 2. Phil. ii. 8, 9. 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. Heb. ix. 
24. and vii. 25. Ar v, 31. and x. 42. Cel, 
i. 18. 1 Pet. ii. 22. 

Queſt. 11. But haw are we to underſtand 
that expreſſion, in the creed, He deſcended in- 
to hell ? 

Auſau. The Hebrew md Greek wonds which 
are commonly tranſlated Hell, are not uſed to 
beat the place of the damned, but cither the 


grave, 


0 = 
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— 


or the inviſible ſtate of all departed fouls, dur. 


ing their ſeparation from the body: the mean- 


ing of that expreſſion in the creed ſeems to be 
this; that as our Saviour's body was laid in the 
grave, ſo his ſoul went into the invifible world, 


into the place of ſeparate ſouls ; into paradiſe, 


that place in the ſeparate ſtate, where the ſouls 
of the righteous, being in the hands of God, 
do reſt from their Oy, and enjoy the be- 
gioning of their reward. 

Queſt. 12. What was it that moved God 1 


fend his Son, and the Son of God fo freely 1 


come into the world, to accompliſh our redemp- 
tion in this manner ? 


Anſw. God ſo loved the world, that he gave 


his only begotten Son, that whoſoever ſhould 


believe on him, and obey his laws, might not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life; in this was 
manifeſted the love of God towards us, for that 
Gad ſent his only begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through him; herein is love, 
not that we loved him, but that he loved us, 
and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
fins.; aud Chriſt loved us ſo as to give himſelf 


for us a ſacrifice and offering to God, and to 


waſh us from our ſins in his own blood, and 
make us kings and prieſts to God and his Fa- 


| ther, John wi. 16. 1 John iv. 9, 10. Eph. v. 
2. Rev. i. 57 6. | 


Quel. 
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Quelt. 13. 1s not this love of God, and of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt towards us, a'meſt power + 
ful motive to engage us to the practice of religi- 
on and virtue? | DAT I 
Anſw. It is no doubt, a moſt powerful ar- 
gament to engage us to love God, and his Son 
Feſus Chriſt, and to walk in love to one ano- 
ther, and to all men, even as Chri/? hath lov- 
ed us, and given hineelf for us; this love of 
Chriſt ſhould conſtrain us, no more to live to 
ourſelves, but to him who died for us, and 
roſe again. Eph. ii. 5. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. I 
John iv. 11. 5 Ta 
Quelt. 14. Tou ſaid, That the third part of 
the creed related to the Holy Ghoſt, tell me, 
What do the Scriptures teach us concerning him? 
Anſe, Concerning the Holy Ghoſt, the Serip- 
tures teach us, that he is the Spirit of God, and 
the power of the Higheſt, that he is the Spirit 
of the Father, and of the Son; who proceed- 
eth from the Father, and is fent by the Son; 
that he is preſent in the churches, and dwell 
eth in all good Chriſtians, as in temples, that 
he ſearcheth all things, even the deep thing? of 
God, and knoweth them, even as the ſpirit of 
4 man knoweth the things of a man, Mat. iii. 
16. Luke i. 35. John xiv. 16, 17. 26. and 
Av. 16. 26, and xvi. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 16. and 


- 


vi. 19. Eph. ü. 21, 22. and i Iv. 4: Cal. iv. 6. 


his miraculous influence a body was prepared 


ſtians, affills them in well doing, fortifies them 
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1 Cor. ii. 10, 11, 12. 

He is alſo repreſented as receiving all things 
from the Father and the Son, and having all 
things in common with them, in John XVI. 13, 
14, 153 and he is joined with them in the form 
of baptiſm, in Matth. xxviii. 19. and in the 
ſolemn apoſtolical benediction, The grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 2 Cor. xiii. 13. 

Quelt. 15. What are the offices of the my 
Spirit? 

Anſau. The offices of the Holy Spirit are re- 
preſented i in Scripture to be ſuch as theſe : that 
he inſpired the ancient prophets, who ſpake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt ; that by 


cn ny 7]>. cc... tc. 


-T 


— 


for the Son in the womb of the virgin Mary 
that he was the guide of Chri/? during his ſtate- 
of humiliation, (for he was anointed with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and with power, and God gave 
nat the Spirit unto him by meaſure,) that he de- 
ſcended on the apoſtles at the feaſt of Pente- 


r ms, . — A Og. — — 


coſt, in his miraculous gifts, by which they 


a 


were qualified to be our Saviour's witneſſes, to 
the ends of the earth, and to publiſh his reli- 
gion to the world, both by preaching and writ- 
ing; that he is the Sanctiſier of all good Chri- 


* 
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againlt temptation, and guides them in the paths 
of 
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of piety and virtue; for which reaſon, partly, 
the title Holy, is peculiarly given to him, 1 
Pet. i. 11. 2 Pet. i. 21, Lule i. 35. Matth, iii, 
16. and xii, 28. Luke iv. 18, Ads x. 38. 
John iii. 34. Acts ii. 1, Cc. and i. 8. 1 Cor. 
xit* throughout, and vi. 11. John iii. 5. Rem. 
vii. 14. Epb. iii. 16. 

Queſt 16. Have que any promiſe in Scripture 
of aſſiſtance from the Holy Spirit, for the purges 
ſes of repentance and new obedience ? 

An ſau. The aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, for 
the purpoſes of faith, .repentance, and new 0- 


bedience, are promiſed to us in many places of 


Scripture; but particularly in theſe words of 
our Saviour, recorded by St Luke xi. 13. How 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk him, See to the 
ſame purpoſe, £Ezek. xi. 19. and xxxvi. 25 
—27. 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. 16, 17. and vi. 19. 
Cal. v. 22. 23. Eph. ii. 18. 22. and iv. 30. 
aud v. 9. Phil. ii. 12, v3; I Theſ. v. 23, 24. 
- ane, b. e 

Queſt. 17. How 4s it that the Spirit of God 


ſanttifies our hearts, and aſſiſts us in the prac- 


tice of halineſs and virtue? 

Anfwv. The Spirit of God ſanctifies our hearts, 
and afliſts us in the practice of holineſs and vir- 
tue, by enlightening our minds, and fixing our 
attention on the motives of religion, and there» 


by 
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by incliniag us to the lore and practice of it. 
But in what particular manner the Spirit of God 
works on our minds, we cannot tell; it is ſo 
ſecret, and ſo perfeRly conſiſtent with our rea- 
ſonable natures, that we cannot diſtinguiſh it 
from the natural warkings of our own minds; 
inſomuch, that we ſhould not have known that 
we had divine aſſiſtance in our good and virtu- 
ous actions, if we had not been informed of it 
in the word of God, John in. 8. Eph. i. 16— 
19. and ww. 16—19, Cl i. 911. 
Queſt. 18. 1s not this promiſe of afſiflance 
from as Spirit of God, far the purpoſes of boli: 
neſs and virtue, a great motive and encourage 
ment ta it 
 Anſw; This promiſe of divine aſſiſtance is a 
very powerful motive, and a great encourage. 
ment to virtue and holineſs, to ſuch imperfet 
creatures as we are; for we are hereby affur- 
ed, that our endeavours to ſubdue aur evil ha · 
1 bits, and conſorm ourſelres to the laws of the 
5. goſpel, ſhall not be in vain, but fhall be crown- 
at. cd with ſucceſs, 1 Fobnw. 4. 
14 Quelt. 19. Jau ſaid ile fourth part o/ the 
7 4 creed related to the church of Chriſt, and tht 
19.16 communion: of ſaints, tell me, Whom do you un. 
| 14 derſdand by the church Cbriſt ? 


1 Anſw. By the church of Chriſt, fo far as it 
oe is viſible io men, E 
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of Chriſtians, diſperſed over the world profeſ- 
ling faith in Chriſt, and yielding obedience to 
his laws ; though thoſe only, who are fincere 
in this profeſſion and obedience, are real mem- 
bers of his church. This is what I underſtand 
by the Holy catholick church, Malt. xxvii. 20. 
Luke xxiv. 47. Acts i. 8. Kom. iii. 29, 30. 1. 
pay i. 2. Rom. Xii, 5. 1 Gor, x. 7. £Epb.w. 
t Pet ü. 9. 
* Queſt. 20. But what is it you believe concerne 
ing this haly catbalick church? 
Anfw, I do not believe that this catholick 
church (or any in it) is infallible, or has any 
power to add to or alter the conditions of ſal- 
vation laid down in the goſpel; or that I am ob- 
liged to believe whatever the church believes: 
but when J profeſs to believe the holy catho- 
lick church, my meaning is this: that I believe 
that as Chriſt has hitherto had a church on 
earth, a company of men profeſſing his religion, 
and yielding obedience to his laws, fo he will 
always have one ſomewhere or other, and that 
the gates of hell ſhall not finally prevail againſt it, 
Gal. i. 8. Matt. xvi. 18. 
| Queſt, 21. What do you wagons by the 
communion of ſaints ? 
Anſav. By the communion of las, J un- 
. that union and fellowſhip. which there 
| _ 
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ought to be among all thoſe who profeſs to be 

members of the holy Catholick Church, 
Queſt. 22, Wherein does the union and fel- 


| lowſhip conſiſi?ꝰ 


Anſau It conſiſts chiefly in brotherly love, 
mutual forgiveneſs, and joint worſhip, (either 
{tated or occaſional) ſo far as it may be done 
with a good conſcience. 

Queſt. 23. hat do you mean when you pro · 
feſs to believe the communion of ſaints. 

Ar:fw. By this article I mean, that all-who 
profeſs to be members of the body of Chrilt, 
ſnould love one another with pure hearts ferrent⸗ 
ly ; ſhould have compaſſion one of another; re- 


lieve the neceſſity of their indigent brethren ; 


ſhould be of a forgiving ſpirit one towards ano- 
ther, and ſhould be ready, as far as they can 
with a good conſcience, to join in any part of 
chriſtian worihip, with any of their chriſtian 
brethren, as they have opportunity, even with 
all, in every place, who make a credible profei- 
ſion of Chriſtianity, and call on the Lord out 
of a pure heart, 1 Pet. i. 22. and iii. 8. tom, 

Xi, 13. Col. iii. 13. Rom. x. 13. compared 
with Chap. xiv. 17, 18. and xv. 5, 6, 7. 2 
Tim. i. 22. (See alſo the Scriptures under 


Wl 19.) Aru. 42 Heb. 10. 25. 


Queſt. 24. Tou ſaid the fifth fart of the 
creed related to the pardon of fin, tell me, whas 


da 
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do the ſcriptures teach concerning this; 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that if we 
conteſs our ſins, and heartily forſake them, and 
lead new lives for the future, we ſhall bod mer» 
cy; for God is faithful, and juſt to forgive us our 
ſins, and cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs, 
and he will graciouſly accept of our repentange, 
and new obedience, through Jeſus Chriſt, Prev, 
xxvii. 13. ſai. lv. 7. Luke v. 32. and XXIV 
47. 1 Tim. i. 15. 1 John i. 9. 

Queſt. 25. I. not this alſo a great encou- 
ragement and motive to repentance and new 
obedience. 

Anſfw. To know that God will accept of 
repentance, and grant us pardon on that con- 
dition, is a very great encouragement to a ſin- 
ner to reform his life, and a moſt powerful mo- 
tive to the practice of virtue, and to ſuch im- 
perfect creatures as we are, who are encompaſ- 
ſed about with infirmities, and daily liable to 
ſin, there cannot be a more encouraging motive 
to a future obedience, than to be aſſured that 
our repentance. will not be 1n vain ; that our 
ſins, how great and many ſoever they have 
been, ſhall not hinder our acceptance with God, 
provided we have heartily forſaken them, and 
lincerely endeayour to amend, 

. Queſt. 
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Quelt. 26. What deer the la part of the 
creed treat of ? 

As. The laſt part of the creed treats of 
the reſurrection of the body, and a future ſtate. 

Queſt. 27. What are we taught in Scrip- 
ture concerning the reſurrection of the body and 
a ſuture judgment ? 

Anſav. The Scriptures teach us, that there 

| {ball be a reſurrection of the dead, both of the 
jaſt and unjuſt ; and that we mult all appear be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, ac- 
_ cording to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad, Ads xxiv. 15. 2 Cor, v. 10. 

Queſt. 28. What do the ſcriptures teach us 
concerning a future late? 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that Jeſus 
Chriſt having aboliſhed death, hath brought 
life, and immortality to light by the goſpel, and 
hath aſſured us, that there is a ſtare, after this, 
wherein men ſhall either be happy or miſerable, 
according as their prevailing temper and bchavi- 
our have been here, whether righteous, or wic- 
ked, 2 Tim. i. 10. Mat. xxv 46. 

Queſt. 29. Wherein conſiſts the happineſ, 
that is prepared for virtuous and S ren in 
| the future ſtate? 

Anu. The happineſs prepared for the vir- 
tuous and good in the future ſtate, ſeems chiet- 


ly 


pe 
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y to conſiſt in thefe things: in being perfectly 
free from all evil, whether natural or moral ; 
n being perfectly virtnous and holy, and poſ- 
. ſeſſed of every thing that tends to the perfec- 
non of the human nature, and in the joyful aſ- 
d ſorance that this bleſſed ſtate ſhall never have 
an end, Rev. vii. 16, 17. and xiv, 13. and xxi. 
e 14 1 John iii. 2. 1 Cor. xiii. 8— 13. 2 Cor. v. 
e 1. 1 Pet. i. 4. N ; 
e- | Queſt. 30. Wherein conſiſts the miſery into 
ie ich the wicked muſt paſ in the other world? 
_ Anſw. The miſery of the wicked, in the o- 
x ther world, is deſcribed in Scripture, as a worm 
that never dies, and a fire that never ſhall be 
us © quenched ; as a lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone, which is the ſecond death; as a 
us place of utter darkneſs, where is weeping and 
ht I wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth; as a ſtate of 
nd I} indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, 
is, wherein they are puniſhed with everlaſting de- 
le, ¶ ſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, and 
vi- || the glory of his power; Mark ix 44, 46, 48. 
ic- Kev. xx. 15. and xxi. 8. Matt. xxii. 13. Rom. 
r 
: Queſt. 3 t. I not this rertain information of 
in a future State of rewards and puniſhments a- 
nat her powerful motive to virtue and obedience ? 
Tis Anſw, This doctrine, is indeed, another 
iel -N powerful motiye to the practice of virtue, if 


mea 
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men would ſeriouſly attend to it; for we art 
hereby aſſured that our obedience to the di- 
vine laws, ſhall aot be unte warded, our Jabour 
ſhall not be in vain in the Lord; it is more- 
over, a great encouragement and ſupport to 
good men under the troubles and calamiries c 
this life, eſpecially ſuch as they meet with on 
account of religion; and it muſt needs be mat 
ter of comfort and unſpeakable joy to a vir 
tuous mind, to know, that when he leaves thi 
world, he ſhall enter intn a ſtate, where holinel 
and virtue reign in perſection; and on the o. 
ther hand, the terrors of the Lorg ſet befor 
us in the Scriptures, and threatned to all wick: 
ed men, are an awful motive to reſtrain from 
ſin and vice, ſuch degenerate minds as are not to 
be wrought upon by more nob'e motives, 1 C. 
xv. 58. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Mat. v. 4. 2 Gr. 
v. 8. Phil. i. 23. 2 Cor. v. 11. Heb. x. 31, 
and xi. 29. 

Queſt. 32. But is not the practice of virtut 
attended with many advantages, even in this life? 
And is not this 7 deration a motive Iileuiſ 
to a virtuous life ? 


ws ©” Bm _|_"= own. www gue aA os 


Anſw, It. is very true, a virtuous and holy} 
life wants not its rewards, even in this world: 
godlineſs is profitable unto all things, having“ 
promiſc of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come; length of days is in ner right hong v. 
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and in her left hand riches and honour, her 
ways are ways of plealantneis, and all her 
paths are peace; fo that, upon all accounts in 
keeping of God's commandments, there is 
great reward; though {till it is to be remem- 
bered, that the advantages of religion here, 
are but the foretaltes of what we are to re- 
ccive hereafter, 1 Tim. iv. 8. Prov. iii. 16, 


17. P/al. xix. 21. 
TART: II. 


Of the Laws and Inſtitutions of the Chri- 
ſtian RELIGION. 


Queſt. 1. AVE we any Abridoment of 
the Laws of the Chriſtian re- 
| ligion. 

Anfw, The moral laws, which were given 
to the 7ews, being the very laws of Reaſon 
and nature, are allo laws of the Chriltan reli- 
pion ; and of theſe we have a {ſummary in Exed. 
20. 1---17. God ſpake all theſe words, ſaying, IT. 
am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee 
out of the land of Eg ypt, cut of th2 houſe of ben- 
dage. Thou ſhalt hav? na other gods before 
me. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any liken?fs of any thing tha! i in hea- 
ve! above, or that is inthe earth b-neath, or that 

RO 75 
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ts in the water under the earth. Thou ſhalt unt 
b5w down thy ſelf to them, nor ſerve them ; far 
{ the Lord thy God am a jealous God, viſiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children un- 
to the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me; and ſhewing mercy unto thouſand; 
of them that love me and keep my command. 
ments. T hou ſhalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain; fer the Lord will noi 
hold him guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain, 
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it haly : fix 
days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy work; 
but the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lori 
thy God; in it thou ſhalt not do any work, thoaugnu 
thy fon, nor thy daughter, thy man ſervant, not 
thy maid: ſervant, nor thy cattle nor the flranger 
that is within thy gates: for in fix days the Lori 
made heaven and earth, the ſea and all that in 
them is and reſted the ſeventh day; wherefor: 
the Lord bleſſed the Sabath day, and halle; 
it. Honour thy father and thy mother, that th 

days may be long upon the land which the L:r 

thy God giveth thee. Thou ſhalt not kill, Tho 

halt not commit adultery, Thou ſhalt nat ſleal 
Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt 1 

neighbour. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighhout' 

houje, thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbours awit! 

nor his man ſervant ner his maid-ſervant, u. 
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Hl hir ox ner bis aſi, nor any thing that is thy 
TN neighbour's, 

5 All theſe are laws of reaſon and nature, 
if you except the fourth, which yet is ſo in part, 
ay the foundation of it, namely that ſome time 
% ould be obſerved for the publick worſhip of 
0. Cod, and the inſtruction of mankind in religion 
. and virtue, being a law of reaſon alſo; tho' the 
No 


proportion of time, and the particular day ſet a- 
part for publick worſhip, is indeed of poſitive 
inſtitution. 
5 Our Lord Teſ is Chriſt has alſo given us a 
very ſhort and plain abridgment of the laws of 
his religion, in azt. 22. 37 --40. Thou ſhalt 
TY [ve the Lord thy Cod with all thy Heart, aud 
SY with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the firſt and great commandment. And the 
ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy neigh» 
baur as thyſelf. On theſe two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. And we 
have another from the apoltle Paul, in his e- 
piſtle to T7tus, Chap. ii. 11, 12. The prac: of 
Cd that bringeth ſalvation hath appeared to all 
nen; teaching us, that denying ungodlineſi, and 
worldly luſis, we ſhould live foberly, richte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world, 

Queſt. 2. What do we chiefly learn from theſe 
abridaments of the divine laws ? 

Aaſau. From thele abridgments of the divine 

| I EN | laws, 
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= laws, we learn what ſhould be our temper and 
behaviour towards God, towards other men, 
and towards our ſelves with reference to our 
' paſſions and appetites ; which things have com- 
monly been expreſſed by our duty towards God, 
our ncighbour, and our ſclves. 
Quelt. 3. What /hould be our temper and be- 
hauionur, or what is our duty tawards God ? 
Anſw, Our temper and behaviour towards 
God ſhould be this: we ſhould eſteem him as 
the belt and moſt excellent of all beings, love 
him above all things, and have a grateful ſenſe 
of his benefits; we ſhould reverence and fear 
him, and do all to his honour and glory; care- 
fully abſtaining from perjury, and vain ſwearing, 
and every thing that 1s contrary to that vene- 
ration that 1s due to him; we ſhould put our 
whole truſt and confidence in him, and reſign 
ourſelves entirely to his wiſe and good provi- 
dence in all events; we ſhould worſhip him, 
in the beſt manner we can, acknowledging and 
adoring bis perfections, praying to him for the 
ſupply of all our wants, and expreſſing our 
thankfulneſs to him for all his mercies and 
kindneffes towards us; guarding againſt all forts 
of idolatry, and ſuperſtition, or any kind of wor 
ſhip that is unworthy of God; we ſhould be- 
lieve and obey whatſoever he makes known to 


us, as his will; we ſhould endeayour to imitate 
| 3% and 
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and reſemble him in his moral perfections, as far 
as the condition of our nature will admit ; and we 
ſhould chuſe him for our portion ard happine's 
counting his favour as life, and his approbation 
our greateſt joy, P/al. cxlv. 3. 7. 9 Mark xi. 
29, 30. Pſal. ciii, 1, 2. and cxi. 10. Heb. xi. 
28. 1 Cor. x. 31. Mal. i. 6. Prov. iii. 6. 
Famer iv. 7. John iv. 24. Maltb. iv. 10. Lal. 
cxlv. 1, 2, Cc. Matth. wi. 7. Eph. v. 20. 1 
Tim. v. 18. John iii. 33. Luke viii. 15. Math, 
v. 48. Eph. v. 1. Pſal. Ixxiii. 25, 26. and 
xxx. 5. and iv. 6, 7. | 

Quelt, 4. What ſhould be cur temper and be- 
haviour towards other men, or what is our du- 
ty towards our neighbour ? | 
 4nfw. The temper or behaviour we ſhould. 
have towards other men or our duty towards 


our neighbour is this, that we conlider them as 


partakers of the human nature, ard created in 
the image of God, as well as we, and eſteem 
them accordingly ; that we entertain an univer- 
ſal benevolence to mankind, and be ſince rely 
diſpoſed to do all offices of kindneſs and friend- 
ſhip to any of them, and to promote their good 
and happineſs as far as we can; that we be of 
a publick ſpirit, and truly concerned for the 
common Good; and always be ready to do to 
others, as we ourſelves ſnould think it reaſon— 
able and juſt that others ſhould do umo us in 
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the like caſe; and that we allow to all the free 


and peaceable enjoyment of all their rights and 


properties whatſoever; that we endeavour to 
be faithful and uſeful in every relation we may 
bear to others, aud render unto all that honour 
and reſpect, or kindneſs and condeſcenſion, that 
may be due to them, according to their ſeveral 
{tations and relations, whether as huſbands and 
wires, parents and children, maſters and ſer- 
vants, magiſtrates and ſubjects, Mal. ii. 10, 
J b. xxxi. 15. Rom. xii. 9, 10. 1 Pet. ii. 17. 
HMatib. xxii. 39. Phil. ii. 4. Matt. vii. 12. 


Kom. xi. 1-7. 


Quelt. 5. What are the duties of husbands 
and wives towards each ether? 

Anſw. The duties of huſbands and wives 
towards each other, are theſe ; to love one a- 
nother fervently and affectionately; to cohabit 
or dwell together,and to be faithful each to the 
other, as to the marriage-bed; to bear with 
one another's inſirmitics, and to ſtudy to pro- 
mote as far as they can, their mutual comfort 
and happineſs, 

Q. 6. What is the peculiar duty of the husband? 

Anſw. It is the peculiar duty of the huſband, 
to maintain, protect, and defend his wife, and 
give honour to her as to the weaker veſſel. 

Queſt. 7. What is the peculiar duty of the wiſe? 

A. ſu. It is the F duty of the wife to 

reve: 
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reverence her huſband, and be ſubject to him in 
all things, that are lawful and decent; and to 
order the affairs of her family with prudence, 
dic etion and frugality, Eph. v. 22—33. Cal. 
i“. 18. 19. Tit, ii. 3. 4. 1 Pet, iii. 1 7. 

Queſt. 8. What is the duty of Parents lo- 
wards their children? 


Anſw. It is the duty of parents to take an 


affectionate care of their children, in their young 
and tender years, and when they come to the 
exereiſe of reaſon, to inſtru them in religion 
and virtue, and to train them up in the practice 
of it; to ſet them a good example in their own 
lives; to corre them prudently and moderate- 
ly when there is occaſion for it, but not to treat 
them with hanhneſs and rigour; to have them 


taught ſome honeſt employment or bulineſs, 


whereby they may ſupport themſelves, and be 
uſeful in their generation; to give them, when 
they ſet out inthe world, ſuch a proportion of their 
wealth and ſubſtance, as their circumſtances will 
allow; and withal, to beg the divine bleſhog 
upon them. | 
Quelt. 9. hat is the duty of children lo- 
wards their parents ? 
Anſw, It is the duty of children to behave 
towards their parents with love and gratitude, 
with reſpect and reverence, with obedience and 
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lubmiſſion; they ſhould thankfully receive their 


F 4 good 
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good inſtructions and admonitions, and imitate 
their good example; they ſhould bear with, and 
modeſtly over-look their failings and infirmities, 
and kindly afhit and comfort them, and take a 
tender care of them, in caſe of ſickneſs, poverty, 
or old age, Eph. vi. 1—4. Col. iii. 20, 21. Pro. 


xxii. 6. and xiii. 34. and xv. 5. and xxix. 


15, 17. and xxx. 17. Mat. xv. 4, 5, 6. 
Quelt. 10. What is the duty of maſters to- 
evards their ſervants ? 

Anſw. The duty of maſters towards their 
ſervants, is in general, To give them that which 
is juſt and equal, as knowing that they alſo have 
a maſter in heaven; and particularly, that they 
require no ſervices of them that are unlawful, 


aud above their ſtrength and «capacity; that 


they do not exact their labours with rigour and 
{ererity, but treat them with moderation and 
humanity ; that they allow them a competency 
of wholſome food for the nouriſhment of their 
bodies, and reaſonable time for ſleep and reſt, 
for devotion and inſtruction in religion, and 
that they faithfully reward them for their ſer- 


vices, and honeſtly pay them their wages. 


Quelt. 11. hat is the duty of Jer vants lo- 
wards their maſters ? 

Anfew. It is the duty of ſervants, to behave 
towards their maſters with ſuitable reverence 
and honour, not murmuting againſt them, or 


giving 
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giving them angry and diſreſpectful anſwers; 
they are to yield a* cheerful and ready obedi- 
ence to their lawful and reaſonable commands, 
being diligent and induſtrious in doing the work 
or buſineſs that is appointed them, and that 
whether their maſters be preſent or not, re- 
membring that the eye of God is always upon 
them: they ſhould take a faithful care of what 
is committed to their truſt, not e 
ſealing, or embezling their maſter's gœods 
themſelves, nor ſuffering others to have an op- 
portunity of doing it, ſo far as they can pre- 
vent it, not conniving at them in any ſuch prac- 
tices; and that they continue in their ſervice 
the time they agrecd for, and do not unfairly 
withdraw themielves from their matter's yoke, 


Epb. vi. 5. —9. Col. iii. 22. iv. 1. 1 Tim. vi. 


I, 2. Tit. ii. 9, 10. Mal, iii. p James v. 4. 
3 Pet. in. 1. 19, 20. 

Queſt. 12. What is the duty of all ſupreme 
Governors ? 

Anſcu. It is the duty of all ſupreme gover- 
nors, to take ſpecial care to enact no Jaws but 
what are juſt and righteous, and conducive to 


the good of the community; nor to impoſe any 


taxes, but what are neceſſary, uſeful, and rea- 
ſonable 3 they ought to govern their ſubjects 
according to the laws and conſtitutions of the 
nation, without aſſuming or affecting an arbi- 
5 trary 
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trary power; they are to protect their dubjects 

in all their rights and privileges, having a ten- 
der concern for the preſervation of their liber- 
ties, and a ſincere regard to their welfare and 
happineſs in the whole of their adminiſtration, 


Quelt. 13. What is the duty of fubcrdinate 


Magiſtrates, who are entruſted with the exe- 
culion of the laws ? 

Anſw. Subordinate magiſtrates, who are en- 
truſted with the execution of the laws, ſhould 
be men of truth and fidelity, fearing God, and 
hating covetouſneſs; they ſhould adminiſter 
juſtice equally, impartially>and without reſpect 
of perſons ; not juſtifying the wicked for a re- 
ward, nor taking away the righteouſneſs of the 
righteous from him; not regarding the rich, 
becauſe he is rich, nor the poor, becauſe he is 
poor; they ſhould diligently and faithfully put 
the laws in execution for the puniſhment of evil- 
doers, and the praiſe and protection of thoſe 
who do well; conſulting in all things the ho- 
nour and intereſt of the government under 
which they act, and the good of the ſubjects 
that are committed to their care; remembting 
that they themſelves muſt give an account. 

Queſt. 14. What ts the duty of ſubjeits to: 
wards their governors and magiſtrates ? 

A. The duty of ſubjects towards their gover- 
nors and magiſtrates, is this; They ſhould we 

an 
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and reverence their perſons, according to their 


ſtation and rank; not ſpeaking*evil of dignities, 
nor treating any of them with inſolence and con- 
tempt; they ſhould cheerfully ſubmit to their go- 
vernment and authority, accordingto law, and ſo 
far as is conſiſtent with a good conſcience ; they 
ſhould readily and willingly pay the taxes and 
tributes that are required by the laws; and they 
ſhould heartily recommend them 1n their pray- 
ers, to the conduct-and protection of the Al- 
mighty, and implore his bleſſing on them and 
their government, Exod. xviii. 21. 2 Chron, 
xix. 5, 6, 7. Mat, xxii. 21. Rom. 13. 1— 
7. Tit. ii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 1217. 2 Pei. ii. 10. 
Jude 8. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 


Queſt. 15. What ciber duties ds wwe owe % 


our fellotu- creatures? 

Anſw. The other duties that we owe to our 
fellow- creatures, of the ſame human nature 
with ourſelves are theſe, That we abhor mur- 
der and bloodſhed, and have a tender regard 
for the life and health of others, that we never 
attempt to violate the rights of the marriage: 
bed, or the chaſtity of any perſon whatſoever ; 
that we be honeſt and jult in all our dealings, 
and ready to make full reſtitution, if we have 
wronged any; that be we grateful to our bene- 


factors, kind to the poor, and compaſſionate ta 


all in diſtreſs; that we pity the ignorant, and 
ſuch 
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ſoch as are out of the way, and endeavour by 
ſeaſonable inſtruction, prudent admonition, and 
a good example, to bring them into the paths 
of truth and righteouſneſs ; that we have a ten- 
der regard for the character and reputation of 
others, and abſtain from ſlandering and reviling, 
or beating falſe witneſs againſt our neighbour ; 
that we love and ſpeak the truth, and abhor 
lying and diſſimulation; that we be true to any 
truſt committed to us, keep our words, faith- 
fully perform our covenants and bargains, and 
be candid and ſincere in our whole converſati- 
on; that we be of a peaceable temper and car- 
riage towards all men, and endeavour, as far 
as poſſible to promote peace and friendſhip a- 
mong others; that we ſtudy to be uſeful in the 
world, and do good, according to our capaci- 
ties and abilities, and be diligent and induſt i- 
ous in that ſtate and condition of life it may 
pleaſe God to carve out for us, Mat. v. 21, 22, 
27, 28. Luke xix. 8. and vi. 32, 33, 34. Cl. 
Ni. 15. Rom. xii. 13. Luke iii 11. Prov. xix. 
17. Mat. v. 7 and xxv. 35, 36. Prov xxvii, 
5,6. 1 7740. v. 14. Mat. v. 16. Tit. ii. 2. 
Luke iii. 14. P/. xv. 2, 3. Eph. iv. 25. Gal. 
v. 22. Phil. iv. 8. Rom. Xt. 18. Malib. v. g. 
1 Tim. iv. 11, 12. 

Queſt. 16. What ſhould be the temper and 
| b«b.ivicur of every man, with reſerence to hit 


af» 


— 
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af petites and paſſions or what is the ** e- 
very man towards himſelf? 

Anſav. The duty of every one of us towards 

our ſelves, is, in general, this; That we ſhould 


conſider ourſelves as made in thei image of God, 


baving reaſonable and immortal ſouls, but lodg- 
ed in frail and mortal bodies, and that there- 
fore we ſhould endeavour by all lawful and 
proper means, to preſerve our lives, and to en- 


joy ſound minds in ſound bodies ; but we ſhould 


eſpecially take care to provide for the happineſs 
of our immortal ſouls in the future ſtate ; that 


for theſe ends we ſhould ſtudy to have our 


minds furniſhed with uſeful knowledge, eſpeci- 
ally the knowledge of the true religion, and to 
cheriſh and improve all thoſe good affections, 
and virtuous diſpoſitions, which our wiſe and 


bountiful Creator has implanted in our nature, 


and that we ſhould endeavour ſo to govern our 
bodily appetites and paſhons, that we may be 
always ready to perform any other part of our 
duty, Gen. i. 27. Eccl. xii. 7. Fob xiv. 14. 
Ads xxvii. 34. 1 Tim. v. 23. Mat. xvi. 26. 


| Luke x. 42. John vi. 27. 2 Pet. i b Hof. iv. 


6. Phil. iv. 8. Gal. v. 24. Col. iii. 


Queſt. 17. What are the . duties 
we owe to ourſelves ? 


Anſw. The particular duties we owe to our 
{clves are thele, That we ſhall not at any time 
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be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
but be temperate and ſober in all things; that 
we ſhould not be guilty of any kinds or acts of 
uncleanneſs, but be pure and chaſte, both in 
our diſpoſition and behaviour; that we ſhould 
not be wiſe in our own conceit, nor think of 
ourſelves, in any reſpe& or on any account, 
more highly than we ought to think, but ſhould 
be cloathed with humility, and lowly in mind ; 

that we ſhould not allow ourſelves to be angry 
without a cauſe, or in any degree that puts us 
beyond the ufe of our reaſon, or upon doing any 
thing that is contrary to it, but ſhould be meek, 

gentle, and long ſuffering ; that we ſhould not 
ſuffer the ſun to go down upon our wrath, or 
anger to reſt in our boſom, or revenge to boil 


within us, but ſhould be always ready to forgive 


and be reconciled ; that we ſhould have our 
converſation without covetouſneſs, and an anxi- 


dus care for the world, being content with ſuch 


things as we have, and patient under any ad- 
verſities that may befal us, Lute xxi. 34. Eph. 
v. 18. Mat. v. 8. Rom. xii. 3, 16. 1 Pet. v. 
5. Mat. v. 22. Eph. iv. 26. Mat. v. 5. Gal. 
v. 22, 23. James I. 17. Rom. Xii. 14, 17, 
19, 20, 21. Gol. iii. 12, 13. Mat. vi. 12, 14, 


15. Heb. xiii. 5. Phil. iv. 6. Mat. vi. 25— 


34. Luke xxi. 19. 2 Pet. i. 7. 
Queſt. 18. What is the nature of that obedi- 
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ence which the goſpel requires to its las? 
Anſw. The obedience which the goſpel re- 
quires to its laws, mult be ſincere, univerſal, 
conſtant, and perſevering, performed with 
chearfulneſs and zeal, and accompanied with 
courage and prudence, Phil. i. 10. James ii. 
10. 1 Cor. xv. 58. Gal. v. 22. Tit. ii. 14. 
2 Pet. i. 6. 1 Cor. xvi. 13. Mat. x. 6. 
Queſt. 19. Hath not God denounced fearful 
Judgments againſt theſe who diſobey the laws of 
the goſpel ? | 
A. Yes, he hath in divers places of the holy 
Scripture ; particularly, in 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Know 
ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the 
kingdom of Goa? Be not deceived ; neither for- | 
nicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effe- - 
minate, nor abuſers of themſelves with mankind, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re- 
vilers, nor extortieners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
| of God, Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. Now the works of 
the fleſhare manifeſt, which are theſe ; adultery, 
fornication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, 
witchcraft,hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, ? 
ſirife, ſeditions, hereſies, envyings, murders, } 


_ * — — CFE 1 


| drunkenne/1, revellings, and ſuch-like ; of the 
BB which J. forewarn you, as baue alſ9 told you 
in time paſt, that they which do ſuch things, 
ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. Rev. xxi. | 
8. But the fearful and unbelieving, and the a- 
1985 5 bominable, | 
i 
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boni nable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 


ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth 


auith fire and brimſtone, which is the ſecond 


death. See alſo Eph. v. 3—6. Col. iii. 5, 6. 

Quelt. 20. How may thoſe who have been 
guilty of any of theſe fins eſcape the judgment 
of God, and be reſiored to the divine favcur ? 
 _ Anfw. All thoſe who have tranſgreſſed any 
of the divine laws, mult in order to eſcape the 
judgments of God, and obtain his favour, hear- 
tily and ſincerely repent them of their ſins, 
earneſtly, implore the mercy of God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, and endeavour for the fature, to 
walk in newneſs of life, Mat. ix. 13. Acts ii. 
19. 1 Cor. vi. 11. 1 John i. ix. and ii. 1, 2. 
Kom. vi. 

Queſt. 2 1. NV. berein does true repentance con- 
An? 
Anſw. True repentance conſiſts in forſaking 
our fins, and returning to the obed:ence of 
God's laws with our whole hearts, daily re- 
forming whatever we find amiſs, either in our 
temper or converſation, and conſtantly endea- 
vouring to overcome our infirmities, and to 
grow in goodneſs and virtue, //. i. 16, 17. and 
" 7. Prov. xxvui. 13. Mat. iii. 8. 2 Gor. vii, 

2 Pet. iii. 18. 1 Toe. Iv. 1. 2 Pct. i. 5 


6, 1, 8. 5 
| a Queſt. 
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Queſt, 22. Should not repentance be early 
Fer ſpeedy ® And is there is not great danger 
in the delay of it? © 

Anſw. There is ſuch a deceitfulneſs in fin, 
ſuch a difficulty in reforming vicious habits, and 
our abode here is ſo ſhort and uncertain, that 
there is nothing more dangerous than to delay 
repentance ; and therefore, every one ſhould 

pcedily forſake his fins, and return without de- 
lay to the practice of virtue and righteouſneſs, 

Heb. iii. 13, 15. Fer. xii. 23. Pſalm exix. 
59, 60. 

Queſt. 23. What ſhould all, and eſpecially 
young people learn from the danger of delaying 
', repentance ? 

Anſw. Young people ſhould learn from ibis 
conſideration, to remember their Creator in the 
days of their youth, and to conſecrate the flow- 
er of their age, and the beginning of their 
ſtrength, to the ſervice of God, and the prac- 
tice of piety and virtue ; they ſhould flee youth- 
ful laſts, and all f aful pleaſures, as knowing 
that for all theſe things God will bring them 
into judgment; they ſhould carefully avoid 
the ſnares they are expoſed to, eſpecially 


from idleneſs and bad company; and they 


ſhould diligently apply themſelves to ſome uſe- 
ful buſineſs, joining withal the attentive read- 
ing of the holy ſcriptures, and feryent devotion 


to 
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towards God, Eccl. xi. 9. and xii. 1. 2 Tim. 
ii. 22. Prov. i. 10. and iv. 14, 15. and Xili, 
10. Pſalm cxix. 9, 2 Tim. iii. 15, 

And from the ſame conlideration, all ſhould 
learn to ſeek the Lord while he may be found, 
to call upon him while he is near, to im- 
prove their health and time, and embrace the 


preſent ſeaſons and opportunities of action; and 


to live ia a conſtant expectation of their ap- 
proaching diſſolution, and a due preparation for 
it, not knowing how ſoon the night may come 
upon them, when no man can work, //a. lv. 6. 
Eccl. ix. 10. John ix. 4. 

Queſt. 24. But are there not ſome duties re- 
quired of us toward. Jeſus Chrilt, a; cur Medi. 
ator ? 

Anſw. Yes, there are, and they are chiefly 
theſe; That we believe in him, and receive him 
as our prophet, prieſt, and king; aſſenting to 
all the doctrines he hath taught us, endeavour- 
ing to imitate his example, looking for the par- 
don of ſin, and acceptance with God, only thro' 
the efficacy of his ſacrifice and interceſſion ; ho- 
nouring and adoring him as our Lord and king, 


and being obedient to the laws of his king - 


dom; that we love him ſincerely, and have a 
thankful ſenſe of his kindneſs and benefits to us; 
that we acknowledge him before men, and make 
public profeſſion of his religion; that we be 

| ready, 
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ready, if called to it, to deny ourſelves, to take 
up our croſs and follow him; and that expect- 
ing him to be our final judge, we rejoice in him, 
in hope of that eternal reward he will beſtow 
on us in that day, John i. 12. and xiii. 15, 
1 John ii. 6. Eph. i. 6, 7. Jobn v. 22, 23. 
Mat. xi. 28, 29, 30. 1 Pet. i. 8. Mark vil, 
34, 38. Kev. i. 6. and v. 9, 10, 12, 13. 
Queſt. 25. And are there not ſome duties in- 
cumbent on us, with relation to the holy Spirit? 
Arſw. Our duty, with relation to the holy 
Spirit, 1s to receive with faith, love and reve- 
rence, thoſe holy oracles that were given by his 
inſpiration ; to pray for his aſſiſtance to ſubdue 
our corruptions,and to attain to an habit of ho- 
lineſs and virtue; not to reſiſt, quench, or grieve 
the Spirit, or, by any deliberate or habitual fins, 
to provoke him to depart from us, but to give 


up our ſelves to his guidance, and keep our ſouls 


and bodies as meet temples and habitations for 
him to dwell in, and to abound in his fruits, 


2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. Luke xi. 13. Acts vii. 


51. Eph. iv. 30. 1 Tim. v. 19. 1 Cor. vi, 19. 
Eph. ii. 22. and v. 9, 18. Cal, v, 22, 23» 
Queſt. 26. I/hat in/lrudions has cur Lord 
given us concerning the duty of prayer * 
Anjw, He hath taught us to pray after this 
manner; Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
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be done in earth ai it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, And forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors, And lead us 
net into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 


for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 


the glory, for ever; Amen. Mat. vi. 9---13. 
Quelt. 27. What do we e chiefly deſire of God 
in this prayer ? 
Anfw. In this prayer we chiefly aſk of God, 
our heavenly father, who is the giver of all 


good, that he would grant unto us, and to all 


men, that we may worſhip and obey him, as we 
ought to do; that to this end he would ſend 
bis goſpel through the world, that all the inha- 
bitants of the earth may come to the know- 


| ledge of the truth; that he would be pleaſed 


to grant us thoſe things that are needful for 
the ſupport of our lives; that he would be mer- 
ciful to us in the pardon of our fins, and give 
us grace to obey him for the time to come; 
that he would keep us from the power of temp- 


tation, deliver us from every evil way and 


work, and preſerve us to his heavenly kingdom, 


2 Tim. iii. 1. Ads xiv. 17. Heb. iv. 16. Matt, 


26. 41. 2 Tim. iv. 18. 
Queſt. 28. What further directians hath he 


given us concerning the performance of divine 


worſhip ? 
Anſw, He hath directed us to N perform di- 
vine 
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vine wo: ſhip, and offer up all our prayers, praiſes 
and thankſgivings unto God, our heavenly fa- 
ther, in the name of 7e/us Chriſi, our bleſſed 
mediator, and by the aſſiſtance of the holy Spitit, 
John xvi. 23, 24. Col. wi. 17. Eph. ii. 18. 

Queſt. 29. Are we not required in ſcripture, 
to have publick aſſemblies fer the worſhip of God 
and our inſtruction in relipicn ? 

Anſav. It appears from leveral paſſages of 
holy ſcripture, that it is our duty to aſſemble 
ourſelves together in united ſocieties for pub- 
lick worſhip and inſtruction; and it is very a- 
greeable to the light of nature tbat we ſhould 
do ſo; and the falt day of the week, common- 


ly called the Lord's: day, has been, in all ages 


of the church, ſet apart for that end, Acts ix. 
31. xiii. 1. and Xiv. 23, 27. and xv. 35, 41. 
and vi. 5. and xx. 17, 28. 1 Ger. xi. 16, 17, 
18, 20, 22, 33, 34. and xiv. 5, 19, 23, 26 
55 fk xvi. 1, 19. Cal. i. 2. 22. 1 Tim. i. 


eb. Xx. 19 25. James i. 21. and ii. 2, 


. 7hn vi. 9. Nev. i. 4, 20. 

Quelt. 30. Do not the ſcriptures make men- 
tion of an order of men to pre/t de in chriſtian af+ 
ſemblies, and inflrut? them in religion ? 

Aujw. The Scriptures fpeak irequently of 


an order of men, whoſe bulineſs it is to inſtruct 
the people committed to their care in the doc- 


trincs of che chriltian religion, and to perſwade 


them 
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them to the practice of holineſs and virtue; to 
preſide in the ſeveral parts of publick worſhip, 


and in the exerciſe of diſcipline, according to 


the laws of Chriſt, and they are commonly cal- 
led by the names of paſtors and teachers, and 
miniſters of the goſpel : and this alſo is very a- 
greeable to the light of nature, being uſeful for 
the decent and orderly performance of publick 
worſhip, and to preſerve the knowledge and 
ſenſe of religion in the world, Acts xii, 1, and 
xiv. 23. and xx. 17, 28. Eph. iv. 11, 12. 
Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim. v. 17, 19. 1 T. v. 12, 
13. 1 Tin. iii. 17. 2 Tim. ii. 2. Titus i. 5 
---9, Heb. xiii. 7, 17, 24. James v. 14. 1 Pet. 
v. I---4. | 
Quelt. 31. But ſhould not fathers and bead; 
of families, perſorm religious worſhip, with 
the members of their families, and iu, lruct them, 
as well as they are able, in religion and virtue? 
and ſh:uld not every one practice devotion in 
ſecret ? | | 
 Anſw. The practice of family-worſhip and 
inſtruction, as alſo of ſecret devotion, being very 
conducive to preſerve in the minds of men a con- 
{tant ſenſe of religion and virtue, in the midſt 
of their worldly affairs, it is plainly the intereſt, 
as well as the duty of every one, carefully to 
obſerve it; and they ſhould perform ſuch du- 
ties with ſeriouſneſs, reverence and attention. 


— Queſt. 
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Queſt. 32. Hath Chriſt apcinted any rite 
of admiſſion into his church? 

Anſw, Yes he hath appointed baptiſm ; that 
is, being waſhed with water in (or into) the 
name of the father, the ſon, and the holy Ghoſt, 
in token of becoming the diſciples of Chriſt, 
members of his church, and obliged to obey hig 
laws, Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 

Quelt. 33. Hath Chrilt appointed any me- 
morial of his own ſufferings and death ? 

Anſw, He hath commanded us to take bread 
and wine, and, having given thanks, to eat of 
the bread, and drink of the wine, with reverence 
and devotion, in thankful remembrance that he 
died for us, and in token of our fellowſhip with 
him as our head and king, and with all our 
chriſlian brethren, as members of the ſame bo- 
dy, and ſubjects of the ſame kingdom: Matt. 
xxvi. 26, 27, 28. 1 Cor. xi. 23---29. and x. 
16, 17. | 

Queſt. 34. What is required of theſe who 
come to the Lords ſupper ? 

Anu. It is required of thoſe who would 
eome to the Lord's Supper, or perform any o- 
ther part of divine worſhip in an acceptable 
manner, to examine themſelves, whether they 
repent them truly of their former fins, ſted- 
faltly purpoſing, and ſincerely endeavouring, to 


Ilead a new life; whether they have a thank- 


ful 


goſpel: and whether they have a lincere love 
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ful rememorance of the death of Chrift, and: 
juſt ſenfe of the advantages we enjoy by the 


to their chriſtian brethren, and to all men, 1 
Cor. v. 7, 8. and xi. 28. | 
Queſt. 35. What is the chief defi, En of th 
*g2{þel inſlitutions © 

Aiſw. The chief deſign of the inſtitution 
of the goſpel is, to preſervealways, in the mind 
of men, lively and ſerious impreſſions of the 
being and providence of God, the certainty of 
a future ſtare, the obligations of religion, and 
the great advantages of an holy and virtuous 
life; that, by all theſe means, they may be 
rendered ofeful and ſerviceable one to another, 
while they are here, and may be prepared aud 
qualified for eternal happinets hereafter. E. 
iv. 11,-12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
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